29 NOV 2003
Syed Hami d- Recl anmati on
FRAMEWORK FOR M S| A- S' PORE PANEL OF EXPERTS TO BE SCRUTI NI SED

KOTA TINGE, Nov 29 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and Singapore will scrutinise
the various policies and framework of the joint panel of independent
experts created to nmonitor the |l and recl amati on works at Pul au Tekong and
Tuas, at the second neeting of senior officials soon.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said today the discussion
anong senior officials of both countries was scheduled to be held in
Putraj aya i n Decenber or January next year.

"The discussion this tine will scrutinise the various policies and
franmewor k agreed upon by both parties at their first nmeeting in Putrajaya
| ast Saturday before they can be fully inplenented," he told reporters at a
Hari Raya open house at his residence in Jalan Lonbong, here today.

He said that the first nmeeting had agreed to appoint a joint panel of
i ndependent experts to inplenment the report fromthe study on the effects
of the land reclamation follow ng the decision of the Internationa
Tribunal on the Law of the Sea (I TLOS) which sat in Hanmburg, Germany on Cct 8.

Inits decision, |ITLOS anpbng ot her things directed Singapore not to
i npl ement the project in a manner that could affect Malaysia's rights, or
cause serious damage to the marine environnent by taking into account the
report of an independent group of experts and Mal aysia was directed to
cooperate by giving its coments and studies to Singapore.

When asked on the devel opnent concerning the relocation of the water
pi pe bel onging to Singapore's Public Uilities Board (PUB) | ocated within
the Custons, |Immgration and Quarantine (KIK) Conpl ex construction area in
Johor Baharu which had yet to receive a reply although the proposal paper
on the relocation had been sent a nonth ago, Syed Hami d said Wsma Putra
woul d hol d a di scussion with the Singapore governnent.

"The matter nust be resolved wisely at the negotiation table and the
i ssue shoul d not pose any problemand dispute,” he said, stressing that
Johor and Si ngapore had cordial bilateral rel ations.

The project devel oped by Gerbang Perdana invol ved the construction of
the KIK compl ex worth RML. 26 billion and road and railway bridges worth
RML. 1 billion

The whol e proj ect which woul d change the i nage of Johor Baharu city is
expected to be conpleted at the end of 2005. It was officially |aunched by
former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhamad | ast August.
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