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By: Yong Soo Heong

EVI AN (France), May 30 (Bernama) --- Cone Sunday, this picturesque
| akesi de town on the bottom of the ski slopes of the French Al ps known for
its fresh drinking water, will host the Enlarged &8 Summit, a gathering of
the world's eight leading industrial countries and 13 | eaders from
devel opi ng countri es.

The G3 groups France, the United States, Japan, Britain, Canada, Italy,
Germany and Russia and they coll ectively account for the bulk of the
worl d's weal th.

This year's summit has taken on a new di nensi on as French president
Jacques Chirac has used his prerogative as host to invite nore | eaders than
normal to speak on many inportant issues that affect countries as well as
t hei r peopl e.

Chirac hopes that the Evian Summit will be the turning point towards
nmore constructive and concrete action in terns of uplifting the well-being
of people, especially in devel oping countries, and stirring the G3
countries into action towards spurring greater econom c activity.

Such endeavours will inevitably bring about the question of
gl obal i sation, a subject which sone countries vieww th suspicion as it
coul d open the fl oodgates to a host of problens in far greater nunbers than
the opportunities avail abl e.

But to mitigate such doubts and bring about greater consensus on how
best to tackle the issue, he has carefully chosen his guests so as to have
as wide a representation as possible. Hence, he has invited Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, who is al so Chairman of the 116-nmenber
Non- Al i gned Movenent .

Dr Mahathir, noted for his strong views on gl obalisation, had al ways
stressed on the need to ensure that devel opi ng countries do not get swanped
under by devel oped countries in the name of gl obalisation.

G her non-G3 | eaders who will be at Evian include South African
presi dent Thabo Moeki, Chinese president Hu Jintao, Indian prinme mnister
Atal Bihari Vaj payee, Egyptian president Hosni Mibarak, Mroccan King
Mohamred VI, Mexican president Vicente Fox Quesada and Brazilian president
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva

O her key personalities attending i nclude United Nations
Secretary-Ceneral Kofi Annan, Wrld Trade O gani sation Director-Cenera
Supachai Panitchpakdi, International Mnetary Fund managi ng Director Horst
Kohl er and Worl d Bank President John Wl fensohn

The &8 is held every sunmer in either June or July to enable the
| eaders of the world's | eading econom es to discuss current world issues.

This is the fifth tinme that France is hosting the G summt.

The first two were held near Paris 1975 (Ranbouillet), 1982
(Versailles) while the third and fourth were held in Lyon (1989) and Paris
(1996).

The &8, which started as G/, was a French initiative in 1975 when then
President G scard d' Estaing invited | eaders from Germany, Britain, Japan
the United States and Italy to an informal and frank gathering to discuss
worl d issues at a tinme when the world was gripped by the oil crisis.

Canada was admitted as a nenber in 1976 and the groupi ng becanre G8 when
Russi a came on board in 1998.

At Evian, Chirac is nurturing the hope that G8 | eaders would be able to
send a strong nessage of confidence on a nunber of areas like creating the



right conditions for econom ¢ growth, achieving sustainabl e devel opnent and
having the ability to neet the threats of terrorismand proliferation

In his comments over the past fortnight, Chirac said there had been
substanti al slowi ng down of the global econonic growh over the [ast two
years, which had al so been conpounded by international uncertainties.

The sl owdown had affected all nmjor econom c regions and i n nost
devel oped countries, enploynent has risen, fiscal deficits were grow ng,
| arge corporations and small busi nesses have fallen on hard tines and
consuners were worried

This, he stressed, was al so harnful for global growth and for
devel oprent in the South or devel oping countri es.

This view was al so shared by Dr Mahathir when he hosted a reception for
German Chancel l or Gerhard Schroeder in Putrajaya recently when he said the
"the state of the world has been steadily deteriorating and the econony of
the world is very sluggish."”

Wiile Chirac is espousing such noble ainms like alleviating the hardship
of the inpoverished and inproving their lives through better health care
and job prospects, nmany are watching this year's sumit with greater
interest as it would be the first tinme that the | eaders of the Western
powers are neeting together since the Allied invasion of Iraq | ed by the
United States and its nunber one ally, Britain, in March this year.

US President George W Bush will be attending the sunmit along with
Russi an President Viadimr Putin, British Prine Mnister Tony Blair
Canadi an Prine M nister Jean Chretein, Japanese Prine M nister Junichiro
Koi zumi and Italian President Silvio Berlusconi

Wil e France, Germany, Russia and had called for restraint as far as
mlitary action on Irag was concerned, the US and Britain were resolute in
their decision to launch an invasion to find the weapons of mass
destruction in Irag and effect a regi ne change to oust President Saddam
Hussei n whom they cl ai med had perpetrated terrorismand had Iinks with the
Al Queda terrorist cells.

Schroeder had denounce the Anerican and British action as "mlitary
adventure” while Chirac had said that "war is always an adm ssi on of
defeat...the worst of solutions.”

Even Dr Mahathir had said that the invasion on Iraq was unwarranted and
had prai sed France, Gernmany and Russia for still believing in the United
Nati ons and i nternati onal consensus.

Wth the latest hint fromUS defence secretary Donald Runsfeld that no
weapons of mass destruction could be found in lraq, it woul d appear that
the "coalition forces” of the US and Britain had undertaken a mlitary
adventure as described by Schroeder.

But now that the dust has settled, Chirac wants to nend the major
trans-Atlantic rift between the Western powers, cast the recent difference
of opi nions aside and nove on to nore inportant issues |ike economc
devel oprment when he said that the conditions were nowright for the world
econony to recover

In an effort to denonstrate that it was tinme to nove on, Chirac said,
"After the difficulties of the past nonths, the Evian Summit is an
opportunity to show that nations can and will get along and act together
for the good of humanity through their economic growth." -- BERNAVA
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