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Syria- Accusati on
ACCUSATI ONS TO DI VERT ATTENTI ON FROM ATRCCI Tl ES, SAYS SYRI AN ENVOY

By: Ahmad Fuad Yahya

AMVAN, April 16 -- Accusations that Syria possesses chenical and
bi ol ogi cal weapons and was suppl yi ng weapons to Saddam Hussein are ai ned at
diverting world attention fromthe coalition forces' aggression on Iraq,
the Syrian Anbassador to Jordan Abdul Fattah Ammourah sai d today.

The accusations by the Anericans were also ained at distracting world
attention on Israel, which is known to possess weapons of mass destruction
i ncl udi ng nucl ear weapons, he said.

"They wanted to cover up their failure and cover up the aftermath of
the war. | would say very sinmply, maybe they succeeded in making us busy in
such matters.

"We are not tal king about the number of civilians who have fallen (in
Iraq), we are not tal king about the destruction, we are not tal king about
the instability and insecurity (in lraq),"” he said in an interview with the
Joint Media Team Mal aysia (JMIM at the Syrian enbassy here.

Abdul Fattah said Syria was not worried and gave no inportance to such
accusations because it knew who was behind them

"We know that Syria plays a very inportant and crucial role, has its
way, has its position, has its nmulti-economic, nulti-political systens, and
we are also not worried because we are with justice and internationa
legitimacy and we will continue this,"” he said.

The accusations have diverted the world fromtal ki ng about foreign
occupation of a country as the accusers do not want the world to criticise
themon their acts.

"In the same way nobody is tal king about the victins in Palestine,
nobody is tal king about criticising the Israeli forces...showi ng the
truth," he said.

The Anericans, he said, wanted to divert the world' s attention from
seeing the victins in Irag and the victins in Pal estine.

Abdul Fattah said the Americans had been making all sorts of
allegations to divert attention fromtheir acts.

"It seens to nme that the weat her forecast was against them They did
accuse thensel ves because they said it is by mstake, the rockets or
m ssiles by mistake hit another target, they did accuse a nunber of
peopl e,” he said.

The Anericans al so accused the nmass nedia to be biased and even
attacked the nmedia for saying sonething they were not happy with, he said.

Abdul Fattah said to the Anericans, if one wants to be with them you
have to accept all that they dictate upon you.

"Where is the freedom where is the international |legitimcy, where is
the justice, where are the principles?" he said.

The Anmbassador said the accusers were also trying to inpose their
hegermony for oil.

"W saw the aftermath, what happened with the looting and all, except
the oil fields, and they have started pre-planning for signing of contracts
for the rebuilding and reconstruction of this vital thing," he said.

Abdul Fattah said the Anericans clained they wanted to protect
denocracy but they should remenber that it should not be inposed by force.

"Denocracy is the very synbol of the rule of the people, by the people.
There is no denocracy under occupation. This is a mere occupation,” he
sai d.

Abdul Fattah appreciated Mal aysia's opposition to the invasion of Iraq,



saying it had expressed its views openly, clearly and positively.

"This shows the very commitnment of the people of Ml aysia for a
peaceful solution to the problemin Iraq, and this is what exactly we
called for."

"We feel it was very much appreciated and wel conme, not only in the Arab
worl d but also in the Islamc world and the people of the world will
continue to renenber that position," he said.

He hoped that the world would continue to coordinate its efforts in a
post-war lraq so that the Iraqis could preserve the right to
self-determ nati on wi thout foreign dom nation.

On the Non-Aligned Movenment (NAM, he said it was now i n safe hands
under the | eadership of Ml aysi a.

He believed that the position Ml aysia had taken so far, particularly
with regard to the crisis in Iraq, would attach a very inportant role to be
pl ayed by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad.

"It will be effective, and we hope for it to be nore effective,” he
sai d.

He said NAM had pl ayed a very inportant role for people with simlar
probl enms on the need for devel opment and progress and for fighting against
colonialism

"Now | believe the Non-Aligned Muvenent, with the very characteristic
of the new world order with the "with us or with them, "with us or against
us', | believe everybody will be a target.

"It is our duty to cooperate and coordinate to stand very effectively
and unitedly with each other, to stick to our principles and val ues of
peace, stability, security and devel opnment and stick to the international
legitimacy to give all the UN and regi onal organi sations nore effective
roles to play,"” he said.

-- JMIM
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