31 MAY 2003
Agricul ture-Funds (News Focus)
6, 000 FI SHERVEN GET MASSI VE BOOST FROM ECONOM C PACKAGE

By: S. Retnanat han

KUALA LUVPUR, May 31 (Bernama) -- The RM7.3 billion econom c stinulus
package announced by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ast May
21 seeks to boost earnings of sonme 6,000 fishermen nati onw de.

The fishernmen woul d get new boats, nets and freezers to store their
catch, paving the way for themto increase their nonthly i ncone from RVb00
to RMB, 000 a nonth

The Fi sheries Devel opnent Authority (LKIM, the governnment agency
entrusted to see to the needs of the local fishermen, feels that the
i nfusi on of noney into the Fishernen's Fund woul d hel p reduce hardship
faced by this group.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Effendi Norwawi recently said the Mnistry
woul d get the bul k of the econom c package, at over RM2.977 billion, and
this money woul d be channell ed to 13 governnent agencies operating under
the mnistry.

He said RW5 mllion would be injected to the Fishernen's Fund for the
benefit of 6,000 fishernen nati onw de.

Fromthese fishernen, it was estimated that 12 tonnes of fish, worth
some RML8 million, would be | anded nont hly.

Ef fendi said the ministry, under its Infrastructure Fund, would al so
get about RML7 million to repair 77 jetties and build 27 new ones
nati onw de.

"The nmove to upgrade infrastructures for all Area Fi shernens'

Associ ations allows themto have better facilities which in turn would
benefit 84,000 fishermen nationwi de," Effendi told reporters at a Thursday
| uncheon.

Apart fromthis a further RVMR5 million would be utilised by LKIMto
build artificial reefs at 124 | ocations, which should be able to increase
fish stocks and boost the catch of sonme 30,000 traditional fishermen.

Ef fendi said the stinmulus package woul d al so provide RM00 million for
t he purchase of deep-sea fishing vessels to add to the 740 already in
oper ati on.

"These boats use the | atest equi pnent and fishernen can stay | onger at
sea to inprove their catch. Initially, we are going to construct sone 200
deep-sea fishing vessels and these boats can bring in 60,000 tonnes of fish
a year valued at RM00 mllion," he said.

The mnistry is also seriously |ooking at disused and abandoned ponds,
whi ch had aquacul ture potential. It is estimated that there are sonme 2, 600
such ponds scattered throughout the country.

For a start the ministry intends to revive 1,200 ponds, covering 350
hectares of area and invol ving 500 breeders.

"The cost of rehabilitating these ponds would be RML2.6 million and we
expect an incone of RM7 million (a year) once these ponds are fully
operational," the mnister said.

The econoni c stinulus package had al so gi ven the Drai nage and
Irrigation Departnment (JPS) sonme RML50 nillion for the upgradi ng of
infrastructures at 60,000 hectares of rice-planting |and and 700, 000
hect ares of permanent crop areas.

A total of 190,000 farners would benefit fromthis as padi yields are
expected to increase fromfive tonnes to seven tonnes per hectare and a
farner's incone would rise froman average of RW50 to RML, 200 a nont h.

The Veterinary Services Departnment also stands to benefit fromthe



econom ¢ package. It will get a thunping RWM2.7 mllion to devel op the
livestock industry and its downstreami ndustri es.

The departnment will focus on the production of beef, poultry neat, mlk
and ani mal feed.

A total 173 people would be involved in the comrercial rearing of
livestock with 64 per cent of themin production of beef, 20 per cent in
m | k production and six per cent in nmutton producti on.

The departnent also plans to carry out integrated cattle rearing
projects in oil pal mand rubber plantations. Each partici pant woul d be
al | ocated RMLO, 000 to buy the livestock and rel ated equi pnent.

"Atotal of 1,180 participants can benefit fromthis project and it
will generate an additional RMBOO to RVbOO a month for each of them" said
Ef f endi

As for the Farners' Organisation Authority, it would receive RVbG7
mllion to inplenent projects for 75,400 farmers nationw de.

"Qut of these 75,400 farmers, 200 will be encouraged to venture into
conmercial farming on a | arge scal e.

"Their estimated net incone would be RM2, 500 a nonth while RML14
mllion worth of farmproduce is expected fromthese projects," he said.
If everything fit into plan, the Agriculture Mnistry would be a

nmoney- spi nni ng agency for the country.

"This RV2.977 billion allocation, if well-utilised, would be able to
generate RVb billion worth of output and benefit 400,000 farners,
fishermen, |ivestock breeders and small holders in the country," Effend
sai d.
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