13 SEP 2003
Budget - Sabah
A MEMORABLE PARTI NG BUDGET FROM PM

KOTA Kl NABALU, Sept 13 (Bernama) -- Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) deputy
presi dent Datuk Dr Maxinus Ongkili said the 2004 Budget was a nenorable
parting budget fromthe prime mnister

He said it was an excellent budget as it stressed donestic investnent
to enhance growth and strengthen the economic resilience of the country.

"Despite being a prudent budget, every sector has something to reap and
benefit fromtax or public spending initiative," he told Bernana when asked
to comment on the budget which was tabled by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is also finance mnister.

Meanwhi | e, Sabah Progressive Party president Datuk Yong Teck Lee said
the allocation of RVb.9 billion to Sabah in next year's budget was nost
encour agi ng and would help stinulate the state econony.

"The huge allocation to Sabah will definitely enhance the devel opnment
of various sectors in the state, hence reduce poverty. It is also proof
t hat Sabah enjoys benefits in the mai nstream devel opnment of the country,™
he said in a statenent here.

Yong al so praised Dr Mahathir for tabling a positive and caring budget
for next year, but he hoped the relevant authorities in the state were
geared up to ensure effective inplenentation of all the devel opnment schenes
and progranmes.

He said the governnent had al so provided a budget that benefited the
| ower incone groups through the allocation of RVW58.8 million for |ow cost
housi ng and the abolishnent of road tax for notorcycles of 150 ccc and
bel ow.

The increase of tax relief for children fromRwVMB00 to RML, 000 woul d
al so lighten the financial burden of famlis, he said.

"The government is giving special enphasis to the devel opnent of

education by allocating RV0.2 billion to this sector and we believe
educati on devel opnent in Sabah will also benefit fromthis allocation
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