20 OCT 2003
Museum Aut onobi | e
GALLERY ON MALAYSI A' S AUTOMOTI VE | NDUSTRY TO OPEN SOON

SEPANG Cct 20 (Bernama) -- Visitors to the Formula One Gircuit in
Sepang can | ook forward to a new attraction by the end of this year - an
aut onobi l e gallery.

The Departnment of Miuseuns and Antiquities will open a tenporary gallery
there as a "prelude"” to the National Autonobile Miseumto be built near the
mai n entrance of the circuit.

Its Deputy Director-Ceneral, Ml Redzuan Tumin, said the two-storey
gallery, on loan from Sepang International Grcuit, will showase
made-i n- Mal aysia cars and notorcycles as well as inported cars used here
and chronicle the history of autonotive technology in the country.

The exhi bition boasts 15 cars, worth RM3.1 mllion, not including those
on loan or contributed by Bufori, DRB-H com Perodua and PROTON, and is
expected to be launched by the end of the year, he said at the handover of
the gallery today by the contractor, Langkawi |1.D. Sdn Bhd, to the
depart nment .

G oundwork for the pernmanent exhibition, the brainchild of outgoing
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, will begin next year.

The gallery, open free to the public, has a theatrette and will use
vi deos and graphics to depict the autonotive history.

The ol dest car on exhibition is a 1904 Bushnobile, besides a 1923 Ford
Speedster, a 1934 Alvis Firefly and a 1949 Ms TD.

Curator Darniza Daut Mohnud said the first cars were on the road in
Mal aya in the 1870s.

Mal aysi a began its national car project in 1982 to devel op the heavy
i ndustry and stimul ate econom c grow h.

Until then, Malaysia only had an industrial area where foreign
conpani es assenbled their cars.

The first foreign cars were assenbled here in 1968 by Swedi sh Mot or
Assenbl i es Sdn. Bhd.

The first national car, the Proton Saga, rolled off the assenbly line
on July 9, 1985.

Today, Mal aysia produces a range of nodels of cars, trucks and
nmotorcycles for the local and international markets.
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