04 AUG 2003
Hadi - Wat er
T GGANU FI RM I N DECI SI ON NOT TO HAND OVER WATER MANAGEMENT - HAD

KUALA TERENGGANU, Aug 4 (Bernama) -- The Terengganu Government is firm
inits decision not to hand over water nanagenent to the Federal Governnent
al though it may not receive any assistance fromfederal authorities,

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang sai d today.

He said the state governnent coul d manage the water supply on its own
al t hough there were sonme problens, but it could be resol ved am cably.

"Settle the water dispute with Singapore first. This issue (water
managenent) is only to cover up the weaknesses of the Federal Governnent
over the water price issue with Singapore.

"The Federal Governnent has previously relaxed the rules to corporatise
wat er managenent and we've inplenmented it, it's successful till now, " he
told reporters after opening a forumon the excell ence of Misli mwonen,
her e.

Hadi, who is al so acting PAS President, was asked to comment on the
statement by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad that the people
i n Kel antan and Terengganu mi ght not receive water supply if the two states
refused to all ow the Federal CGovernnent to manage water supply.

At present, Kelantan and Terengganu were the nobst problematic states in
terns of water managenent, including failure to supply quality water, Dr
Mahat hi r had sai d.

Last week, Works Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said all Menteris
Besar and Chief Mnisters had agreed to hand over water supply managenent
to the Federal Governnent.

El aborating further on the matter, Hadi said the Federal CGovernnent
shoul d not raise the | oan issue as the country practised feudali smconcept.

He said the people in Terengganu and Kel antan pai d various taxes to the
Federal Governnent and it was incunbent upon the Federal CGovernnent to help
the state governnents and the people in the two PAS-run states.

Earlier, in his speech, Hadi said the nedia played a role in
compoundi ng the social problens in society, including divorce, by bl ow ng
up sensational stories on the issue.

"If artistes or VIPs divorced, their stories are given promnence in
the newspapers, while television aired dramas that have negative influences
on the people. The nedi a gave nore inportance to profits.

"The medi a should play a role towards creating a nore harnoni ous
Mal aysi an society. This is not done, but instead divorce through Short
Messagi ng Service (SM5) is highlighted.

"Divorce in Islamin whatever formis inmoral,' he added.

In PENANG, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said representatives
of Pas-led Kel antan and Terengganu Governnents did not rai se any serious
obj ections agai nst the Federal Governnent's proposed takeover of states
wat er supply operati ons.

He said he was aware that Kel antan and Terengganu were represented by
their respective executive councillors and state secretaries at |ast week's
nmeeting of the National Water Resources Council where the proposal was
di scussed.

"They were present but they did not raise any serious objections," he
told reporters after |aunching the national-1evel special education ganes
car ni val

Dr Koh was asked to comrent on Hadi's statenent that Terengganu
di sagreed with the proposed takeover.



He said the Penang Government agreed to the integrated approach for
wat er managenent for the whole country.

However, the details had yet to be worked out as the Penang Water
Aut hority Sdn Bhd had al ready been corporatised and |isted on the Kual a
Lunpur Stock Exchange (KLSE), he said.

"W al so have the | owest water tariffs in the country. Alot of the
details have to be worked out which can be quite conplicated because of the
difference in water tariffs and forns of managenent.

"The inportant thing is to agree in principle with the proposal and try
to work it out rather than not to agree and not even |ooking at it," he
added.
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