21 JUN 2003
CGer akan- Penang
GERAKAN LAUDS STATEMENT ON PENANG CM POST

KUALA LUMPUR, June 21 (Bernamm) -- Cerakan today |auded Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s statenment that the Penang Chief Mnister's
post will remain with the Bari san Nasional (BN) conponent party.

Its president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said: "W (Gerakan) wel cone
the Prime Mnister's assurance at the Umo general assenbly regarding the
Penang Chief Mnister's post."

"This is one concept of power sharing anmong BN conponent parties. As a
| eadi ng party in Penang, we (Gerakan) will |ead other conponent parties to
face the com ng general election.™

Limtold reporters this after chairing the Gerakan central comitte
nmeeti ng here today.

Dr Mahathir yesterday gave this assurance when responding to the cal
by Penang Umo Youth that the best way to protect the Malay interest on the
i sl and was by appointing a Chief Mnister from Umo.

Commenti ng on the sane issue, Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu
Koon said Tanjong Umo Youth | eader Raja Minir Shah Raja Mistapha only
expressed his personal views at the Umo general assenbly.

"It was only a personal statenment and not a proposal. | wll convince
all the component party |eaders to cooperate. There are sonme shortcom ngs
but we will increase our efforts to face these challenges,” said Dr Koh

"I stress that in Penang we will try to take care of all conmunities
and groups. W do face problens |ike shortage of [and and resources but
with the cooperation fromthe people and the private sector we wll
overcone these problens,” he said.

Meanwhil e, Dr Lim also wel coned the new spirit in Umo, where nenbers
pl edged not to jostle for party positions.

"It shows there will be stability when Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi takes over (as Umo president and prinme mnister).
Peopl e are united and notivated in building Vision 2020," he said.

Dr Limrem nded that national unity is crucial to achieve progress.
"Only if we are strong and united we can conpete in the globalised
econorny. Through self-determ nation we can face the future chall enges," he

sai d.

He al so said Gerakan's el ection machinery was ready to contest in the
general el ection.

"Cerakan will reorganise the party's organ according to the new
redel i neation of seats to face the general election,” he said.

Dr Limalso refuted clains that Dr Koh will be transferred to the
federal governnent.

"It's all runours. He has done a lot for Penang and there is no
intention to bring himover. It is not easy to build an industrialised
econonmy with a conpetitive |abour force," added Dr Lim
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