22 AUG 2003
Cer akan- Decl ar ati on
GERAKAN YOUTH, WANI TA PASS DECLARATI ON | N APPRECI ATI ON OF PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernama) - The Gerakan Youth Del egates Conference
t oday unani nously passed a declaration in appreciation of Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s | eadership and contributions to the
country.

The conference al so passed a declaration of support and confidence in
Deputy Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, as the incom ng
Prime M nister.

CGerakan Youth chief Mah Siew Keong said the del egates al so pl edged
their commtment to the principles of the Rukun Negara, Vision 2020 and the
concept of the Ml aysi an race.

"W al so agree on conti nued enphasis on political and not racial
struggles to strengthen social unity through the spirit of understanding,
tol erance and goodwi Il ," he told reporters at the end of the conference,
attended by 490 del egates.

O her points in the declaration included the rejection of extrem st
raci al and religious dogma, support for the Government's econom ¢ stimulus
policy, conmtnment towards a transparent adm nistration and acceptance of
Bahasa Mal aysia as the national |anguage, he said.

Mah said the conference al so accepted the Gerakan Youth Action
Programe 2003 whi ch, anong others, urged that the Sons of Ml aysia project
be i npl enent ed.

The programme urged the Governnent to continue the system of
meritocracy in university intakes but to standardise the intakes according
to a single standard.

The del egates al so asked the Defence Mnistry to give detailed
briefings on the action plan and i nplenentation schedul e of the Nationa
Service programe to avoid confusion, he said.

Meanwhi |l e, the 16th Gerakan Wanita Conference al so passed five notions,
i ncl udi ng appreciation of Dr Mahathir and support of Abdullah, issues
pertaining to the Rukun Negara, wonen's rights, National Service and
educati on.
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