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GERAKAN W LL NOT HOLD BI G DO TO MARK LEADERSH P CHANGE - KENG YAI K

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 28 (Bernama) -- Gerakan will not host a big event to
mark the change of |eadership fromPrime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to his deputy Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi on Friday, its
President Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yai k said today.

Instead, after the | eadership change had taken place, the party woul d
continue its cooperation with the Barisan Nasional (BN) conmponent parties
to strengthen the existing unity anmong them

"No big event, no big deal. Once decided, we will go ahead as a teamin
order to carry on our job of uniting our people, providing political
stability and to concentrate nore on devel opnent.

"This is the nmessage | gave to the foreign guests, who raised the issue
with ne, at the open house,” Dr Lim who is also Primary Industries
Mnister, told reporters after the party's Deepavali open house.

He said al though Gerakan was upset over Dr Mahathir's retirenment, the
party was confident his successor Abdullah could shoul der the
responsibilities and the people's trust.

He said Dr Mahathir was retiring | eaving behind many | egaci es during
his 22-year |eadership as Prime Mnister.

"Al festivals have now becone national festival. This is al so one of
the | egacies of our Prime Mnister.

"It augurs well to bring about awareness of our people to celebrate
with one another. Wien we celebrate, we're in the nood to make friends," he
sai d.

About 1, 000 people attended the open house, including the People's
Progressive Party (PPP) President, Datuk M Kayveas.
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