28 JAN 2003
Li ng- Li ne-up
G VE ABDULLAH A CHANCE TO CHOOSE HI' S OAN NEW LI NE- UP

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 28 (Bernama) -- MCA President Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Sik today said it was only right to ask appointed political representatives
to resign once their | eaders | eave office.

This woul d give the | eader's successor the chance to choose his own new
i ne-up, he said.

"I always tell the people (whon) | appointed, that when | |eave, you
must go and give the next fell ow the chance to choose, whether he wants you
or he wants other people,” he said.

"I'f |I appointed you, when | |eave, you should also go and let the next
man choose his own team wi th whom he can work together."

Dr Ling was responding to a question following Prime Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s recent statenent that Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad
Badawi shoul d be given the chance to appoint new faces.

Dr Mahathir was quoted as saying on Sunday that it would be good if
el ected representatives offer to resign so that Abdullah, as the next Prine
M nister, could formhis own Iine-up and gear up for the next general
el ection.

Dr Ling, who is the Transport Mnister, said this to reporters after
nmeeting representatives fromthe Associ ated Chi nese Chanber of Conmerce and
I ndustry of Malaysia (ACCCIM at his office, here, today.

Dr Ling also said that Dr Mahathir had the right to make such a call as
it was absolutely within his prerogative.

VWhen asked whether he believed that the call by the Prine Mnister was
a "hint" to certain nenbers of his governnent that they should go , Dr Ling
said, "I will not read the PMs mind".

Dr Mahathir was quoted as saying that the nove woul d gi ve Abdul | ah a
chance to rearrange and appoi nt his chosen candi dates, replacing those who
have been around for too | ong and those who had been appointed him

Meanwhil e M C Youth urged | eaders of BN component parties not to be
"too aggressive" in pursuing the issue of asking older |eaders to step
down.

This woul d have a negative effect on the BN in the next general
el ection, its treasurer P.Manivasagam sai d.

He said BN el ected representatives need not publicise their wish to
step down but instead go quietly and tell the Prime Mnister or the Deputy
Prime Mnister that they wi shed to resign.
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