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Mahat hi r - Neocol oni al i sm
A3 VE RESOUNDI NG VI CTORY TO BN I N THE NEXT ELECTION- DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, May 10 (Bernama) -- The Prine M nister today urged
Mal aysi ans to give the Barisan Nasional a resounding victory in the next
Ceneral Election so that the country will remain free and not fall prey to
neocol oni ali sm

To protect this country fromfalling into the abyss of neocol onialism
t he people should return the BN with a big majority so that a strong
government could be formed, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said.

He rem nded Mal aysians that foreign powers were trying to interfere in
the internal affairs of this country under all types of pretexts.

This could be viewed as a neocolonialistic effort, said Dr Mahathir
when opening the 57th M C General Assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre
(PWC) here. The MCis a conponent party of the ruling Barisan Nasiona
of which Dr Mahathir is the Chairnan.

A strong government would be able to handl e current chall enges and
defend the country's independence fromforeign threat, Dr Mhathir said.

Such a government would be able to adm nister the country well and
ensure the country's continued devel opnent which the nation had been
experi enci ng since i ndependence.

Dr Mahathir added that only a strong government coul d guarantee that
the country did not cone under neocol oni ali smonce nore.

"These are challenging tines. W need a very strong governnment to be
able to head-off all those who are trying to underm ne our country. W
must remain united against any threat |lest we should fall."

This is a different situation altogether fromthe i nmedi ate years
after independence when one country did not interfere in the affairs of
anot her.

"However gradually colonialists have reenerged and want to recol oni se
once nore."

"Now they are accusing countries of not being denocratic, not
respecting basic human rights, of having oppressive regimes, not practising
free trade and so on and hence they have a right to interfere,” he said.

"So, the original belief that we should not interfere in the affairs
of an independent country has been eroded, so nuch so, that now the belief
is not only ininterfering in our internal affairs but also forcing a
regi me change."

"They want to change our government, the people will not choose their
government but the foreign power wll decide who should be the governnent
in a denocratic country."” he said.

Dr Mahathir said everyone had a role in strengthening the nation and
ensuring political stability so that chaos would not prevail

In view of this, BN conmponent parties should avoid anything that woul d
weaken them

"We should close ranks. W nust face the general election as one party
and ensure victory for all BN candidates, irrespective of whether the
candidate is froma majority party or a mnority party,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said a big majority was necessary in the general election
to enabl e the government to take unpopul ar actions for the overall good of
the country.

"W may have to take unpopul ar actions in the greater interest of the
country. If we just follow the wi shes of our supporters then we cannot
devel op the country. We cannot be a governnment that follows, it nust also



be the governnent that |eads,” he said.

Wth a 50 per cent victory, the BN could still formthe governnment but
with such a silmmajority the government would be at the nercy of its own
party menbers.

"They will demand sonething for thenselves and if this is not given,
they will cross over to the opposition which will then have the majority
and be able to formthe governnent."

That was why in every election, the BN said it required a big majority
to forma strong governnment which would not be at the mercy of anyone, the
Prinme Mnister said.

The Prime Mnister said the BN had 14 conponent parties and it would
not collapse if one of the parties were to withdraw fromthe BN

Dr Mahathir said the BN wi shed to preserve the present form of
cooperation anong the varous races, which had been upheld for so |long as
it had a proven track record.

The BN s concept of cooperation differed fromthat in other countries
where parties without the required majority after the election were under
pressure to |l ook for coalition partners to forma government.

In Mal aysia the BN coalition was already in place before the general
el ecti on based on its power-sharing concept.

This form of cooperation was inportant and significant because like in
the case of Indians where they were not in the majority in any constituency
but Indian candidates were still able to win and represent constituencies
in the state assenbly and Parlianment with the support of other races from
t he ot her BN conponent parties.

This system had to be preserved as it was not only good for the
mnority race but also for the nmajority race in any constituency.

Even in Malay or Chinese majority areas, the BN could not be assured
of victory if it were to depend on the support of only one race, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

In a Malay majority area with both the government and opposition
candi dates fromthe Mal ay race, the votes could be split nearly 50-50.

"In such a situation it is the Non-Mal ay vote which will determ ne who
is going to win. The Chinese and Malay vote will decide which candi date
and fromwhich party wins."

"This is our unique system..we invented it. No other country has done
it although quite a fewwould like to learn fromus. Hence it is very
i mportant we preserve our cooperation.”

Al t hough there had been nmuch specul ati on about the election date, it
was nevertheless inportant for all BN component parties to be ready for
t he general election.

On Education, Dr Mahathir said he was happy and proud that Ml aysi ans
accepted the inportance of English and the governnent's decision to have
school s teach science and mathematics in that |anguage.

No ot her governnent gave such top priority to education like the
Mal aysi an Government with about 30 per cent of the Budget being allocated
to education and out of the one million odd civil servants, 300,000 were
t eachers.

Dr Mahathir congratulated the MC as nost of its office-bearers were
returned unopposed reflecting agreenment and consensus in the party.

"Wthout contests it does not nean the party is undenocratic as this
is also a formof denocracy," he said.

He said the peace achi eved by Ml aysia was not sonething easy as the
country apart fromhaving three major races also had 30 other ethnic
groups with their own dialects and cul tures.

The Prime Mnister said that during the colonial era there was little
devel opnent with nost of the country's wealth taken back hone by the



col oni al i sts.

"They cl eared hundreds of acres of forest to plant rubber and nmne tin
but then there was no tal k about preserving the forests. They were busy
choppi ng down trees and burning them not even using them Al the wealth
went to enrich the British," he said.

Dr Mahathir praised the early Indian settlers in this country who cane
to work in the rubber estates and later struggled along with other races
for the country's independence.

"Many Indians died in order to prosper the then British Malaya... this
is the role of the Indian race. They gave wealth to Ml aysia and hel ped to
achi eve i ndependence, " he added.
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