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GLOBAL SECURITY, PEACE HOT TOPICS | N NAM GENERAL DEBATE

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 25 (Bernama) -- The 13th Non- Aligned Myvenent (NAM
Sunmit entered its second and final day today wi th gl obal security and
peace, or the lack of both, taking centre stage when | eaders took to the
rostrumduring the plenary session

Taki ng the cue from Mal aysian Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s blistering remark during his opening address yesterday, they
broadly agreed that war should be the |ast or unavoi dable resort to resolve
wor | d' s probl ens.

In the same breath, they spoke of the need to rid the world of
uni |l aterali sm and hegenoni smof interventionist mlitary doctrine and of
colonialismthat had assunmed a varied form now.

Ki m Yong Nam President of the North Korean Presidi umof the Suprene
Peopl e's Assenbly, said the world had cone to a stage where the sovereignty
and right of existence of the devel oping countries had been gravely
t hr eat ened.

Kim whose country is nowin a standoff with the United States over its
nucl ear programme, said unilateralismbased on the theory "Power Is
Everyt hi ng" had destroyed the norns of international relations and order,
whi ch had rendered the world fraught with wars on the pretext of
anti-terrorism

On US-North Korea conflict, he said his country was conpelled to
wi thdraw fromthe nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to cope with the
grave situation in which its "suprene interests are extrenely threatened by
t he reckl ess US policy".

Kimreiterated that despite the withdrawal fromthe NPT, North Korea's
nucl ear activities would be confined only to peaceful purposes such as the
production of electricity.

Zi mbabwean President Robert Migabe said to support the US
adm nistration's zest for aggression on Iraq was to support a proposed
i nhumane canpai gn which was sure to see many |lives |ost.

"(US President George) Bush and (British Prime Mnister Tony) Blair
apparently have devel oped simlar warlike disposition deriving fromsimlar
i deol ogi es of new inperialism" he said.

Papua New Guinea Prine Mnister Sir Mchael Sonmare supported the idea
of multilateralismthrough the UNto resolve conflicts and to maintain
gl obal peace.

He said a war in Iraq woul d undoubt edly have grave consequences,
particularly in its aftermath.

M chael also wanted the crisis in the Korean peninsula be dealt with
t hrough negoti ati ons and di al ogue.

Presi dent of Tinor Leste Xanana Gusmao said his country reaffirmed its
recognition of the right of the Palestinians to establish its state where
they could live in peace and dignity.

He said Tinor Leste would also like to see the situation in Wstern
Sahara be given due attention as it had been left out in nbst nmajor
i nternational fora.

He reaffirned the need for peace as arrogance and abuse of power,
intolerance and inflexibility of stances taken by certain | eaders would be
a threat to world peace.

Leader of Zanzi bar state Amani Abei d Karune, who represented Tanzani a,
wanted the elimnation of weapons of mass destruction be applied to every



nati on.

Meanwhi | e, Mal awi Vi ce-President Justin Ml ewezi said the unilateral
action against Irag was unacceptable as it would undernm ne the authority of
the United Nations on which the world relied upon to maintain peace and
security anong nations.

Tuni si an President Zine El Abidine Ali called on the United Nations to
hold a conference on formulating an international code of ethics for the
fight against terrorismthat would commt all states.

In a speech delivered by Foreign Mnister Habib Yahia, the president
said his country consi dered common actions within internationa
institutions, particularly the UN, was the best framework for the
settl enent of problenms and crisis.

VWi | e expressing concern on the deterioration of the situation in
Pal estine and the need for a peaceful solution to the Iraqi crisis, he said
sanctions inposed on Libya nust be lifted totally and definitively.

Prime Mnister of Laos Bounnyang Vorachith said NAM should jointly
prevent war fromflaring up in Iraq and endeavour to build peace and
stability for the common interest of all regions.

On the North Korean nucl ear programme issue, he urged all countries
i nvol ved to exercise maxi mumrestrai nt and engage in di al ogue and
negotiation to solve it peacefully.

Sudanese First Vice-President Ali Osman Mohaned Taha reiterated his
country's rejection to war as a neans for settling disputes.

He said the |aunching of war against Irag wthout the consent of
international legality would not only threaten the interests of NAM
countries but also represent a threat to international peace, the very
exi stence of the UN and undermine the interest of Arab and Mislim
countri es.

He al so said NAM countries should condemm in the strongest possible
words the crimnal Israeli practices against the Pal estinian people.

Mauritius Prime Mnister Sir Anerood Jugnauth told the gathering that
multilateralismwas the only way to proceed and the process should not be
under m ned.

"NAM shoul d reject unbridled unilateralism"” he said.

Li byan Foreign M nister and head of del egati on Abdel rahman Mbyhaned
Shal ghem sai d Li bya strongly opposed any attack against Iraq as it would
destroy the livelihood of its people already exhausted by bl ockades and
sancti ons.

He said should war erupt due to any unil ateral decision, the
consequence was that tensions and confrontations would be far greater than
the Cold War period.

"We also need to reaffirmour call for the return of Golan to Syria
while for Iraq," he said.

Stressing that a war in Iraq would underm ne growh and stability of
the fragile African econom es, Ugandan Deputy Prime M nister Janmes Wakabul o
drove hone the point that urgent actions were needed to avert such a
conflict.

On the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Wakabul o said Uganda believed that
both the people on both sides could co-exist in secure and internationally
recogni sed borders.
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