03 FEB 2003
School - Engl i sh
GO0D RESPONSE TO USAGE OF ENGLI SH

| POH, Feb 3 (Bernamm) -- Feedback received by teachers uni ons showed
t hat usage of the English |anguage to teach Sci ence and Mat hematics has
been wel |l received by students who are nore enthusiastic to learn the two
subj ects conpared to previously.

Secretary-General of the Congress of Teachers Union in the Education
Servi ce, Shahul Ham d Mydin Shah said there was tendency now for students
to learn and be nore attentive with regard to these two subjects conpared
to the others.

"Previously, we know students were not that eager to | earn science and
mat hemati cs but this has been overturned. In fact, now we think the switch
to English should have been done a long tinme ago,"” he said when contacted
t oday.

Shahul Ham d said one of the reasons contributing to the positive
i npact was the usage of multinmedia facilities |like |aptops, conputers, CD
Rom and LCDs.

Li kewi se, the teachers were al so happy and eager to teach in English,
he said.

He said at the early stage, the Congress had feared that there would be
some problens over the switch but feedback received in the past nonth
showed that both teachers and students were adapting well to the change.

VWen Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad announced that the
CGovernment had decided that the two subjects would be taught in English in
phases starting with Year One, Form One and Lower Six, there had been nuch
scepticism

Shahul Ham d said no major conplaints were received fromteachers,
except for some problens relating to time taken to set up computers but he
was confident it could be solved over a period of tine.

He said the teachers were able to cope with the situation as they had
attended courses for the past few nonths where they were taught on how to
operate | aptops and other multinmedi a gadgets.

"Teachers are happy with the switch although they had to face sone
problens due to limted vocabulary. This is not a big problemas they can
still use the nother tongue and Bahasa Mel ayu to expl ai n whenever
necessary," he said.

Shahul Ham d, who is also the president of the Tam| School Teachers
Uni on, said the nove had al so been well received in the 524 Tam | school s
nati onw de.

He said Tam| school teachers were "excited" with the availability of
nodern | earni ng equi prent and nmultinmedia facilities |ike | aptops and LCDs
whi ch were previously confined to schools under the "Smart School " concept.

"There was a tinme when Tani| schools could not even inmagine that they
woul d get facilities |ike these. But now they are conparable to snart
schools and this is a big incentive to our teachers and students," he said.

Despite that, he said some schools faced delays in getting worksheets
and textbooks until |ast week but the problem had since been resol ved by
the mnistry.

On complaints that there were schools which could not use multinedia
facilities as there was no power supply, Shahul Ham d said the mnistry
should 1 ook into the matter and provi de generators as soon as possible so
that teaching could go on
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