02 SEP 2003
ABDULLAH- SOFTWARE
GOVERNMENT MAY CONSI DER BECOM NG A MAJOR LOCAL SOFTWARE USER

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 2 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said today the government may consi der becom ng a
maj or | ocal sofware user.

"We did it inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment recently. W would |ike
to use nore | ocal products, including information and conmuni cati ons
technol ogy (1CT) products,” Abdullah told reporters at the MSC ICT Policy
Summit here.

"This woul d pave the way to using |ocal products but |ocal producers
must raise their quality too. They cannot just hope that because things are
produced locally, therefore we nust use them

"W would like to do so but we nust al so enphasi sed on the inportance
of quality products,” he said when asked whet her the governnent woul d use
| ocal software in its various mnistry instead of foreign software
products.

Abdul | ah said that to conpete in a global ICT world, Ml aysia nmust put
nore enphasis in meritocracy.

"It isnot limted only to education. W are conpeting with everybody

inthe world ... conpeting to produce the best,"” he said.
"The ICT is for the young people. It is the responsibility of the young
peopl e to achieve Vision 2020 ... they are the ones.™

At a di al ogue session, Abdullah gave an assurance that he would
continue with the devel opnent of the Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) after
becomi ng the Prime Mnister

He said the MSC was initiated by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad, who was firmy conmmitted to transformng Malaysia into a
know edge- based society. -- BERNAMVA

MAS TJK



	GOVERNMENT MAY CONSIDER BECOMING A MAJOR LOCAL SOFTWARE USER (Bernama 02/09/2003)

