12 SEP 2003
REPCRT- SOCI AL
GOVT' S EFFORTS HELPED | MPROVE QUALI TY OF LI FE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 12 (Bernama) -- The governnent's efforts in
enhanci ng the econom ¢ well being of the rakyat has resulted in an
all-round inprovenment in the quality of |ife of Ml aysians, the Treasury
said inits 2003/ 2004 Econonic Report rel eased here today.

Despite the anxi ety caused by the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrone
(SARS) and the sporadic terrorist attacks in neighbouring countries, the
report said that Ml aysi ans continued to enjoy a peaceful, harnoni ous and
st abl e soci o- econoni c envi ronmnent.

"The continued growth in the econony has contributed to the higher per
capita i ncome of RML4, 343 in 2003 agai nst RML3, 683 in 2002. The purchasi ng
power parity has al so inproved from US$8, 862 (US$1=RMB. 8) in 2002 to
US$9, 390 in 2003," the report said.

It said that in achieving a nore bal anced growth and equitabl e sharing
of wealth a total of RMR2.56 billion representing a 36 percent increase from
2002, was expended for programmes in the rural areas.

These programes include agriculture extension services and fertiliser
subsi dies, rural roads, electricity and water supply, rural health clinics
and school s.

About 12, 400 addi ti onal househol ds benefitted fromthe rural
electrification programme, while under the rural water supply project an
addi tional 41, 300 househol ds were provided with potable water with a cost
of RMB9.5 million and RMLO2.4 million, respectively.

Rural and kanmpung roads were al so upgraded under the programes wth
the construction of 7,600kmof rural and kanpung roads, costing the
governnent RVB82.7 million in 126 districts nationw de.

The report said that the governnment had al so addressed the
sosi 0-econoni ¢ i ssues faced by the nation in the Econonic Stinmulus Package
whi ch was announced by Prime M nister and Fi nance M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad i n May.

It also said that in line with the governnent's objective to provide
nmor e af fordabl e houses, Syari kat Perumahan Negara (SPNB) woul d build
150, 000 houses for the | ow i ncome group.

"A uni que hone ownership programe was al so i ntroduced, where arned
forces and police personnel, wi dows of civil servants and single nothers
who do not own houses, would be eligble to own houses provided by SPNB
through a rent-w th-option-to-purchase arrangenent at a rate of RVbO a
month," it said.

The report said that as at end of July 2003, 40 units of |ow cost
apartments were in the process of being rented out while another 450 units
were in the process of being acquired by SPNB from devel opers under the
pr ogr anme.

Touchi ng on nmeasures to address social ills, the report said that the
government | aunched the National Social Policy |ast nonth to enhance soci al
devel oprment by forging noble values at all |evels of society throughout the
country.

The government al so said that non-governental organi sations (NGGs) have
conplenented its efforts in caring for the handi capped and t he el derly,
suggesting the strong presence of social voluntarismin the country.

"I'n recognition of their role in nation building, RVM67.8 mllion was
provided as financial support to NGOs to help raise their effectiveness in
rendering services including welfare, caring for the disabled, famly



devel oprment, haenvodi alysis as well as drug rehabilitation,” the report
sai d. -- BERNAMA
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