16 JAN 2003
LI NG VOLUME
GOVT EXPECTS CONTAI NER THROUGHPUT TO HI' T 10 MLN BY YEAR END

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Transport M nister, Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik today says the governnment expects Mal aysi an cont ai ner vol une
to hit 10 mllion twenty-equivalent units (TEUS) by end of 2003, am d
strong marketing and pronotional efforts undertaken by the Ml aysian ports.

Dr Ling said with growi ng transhi pment vol une and the strong growt h of
the hinterland cargo, the throughput was expected to achi eve beyond 15
mllion TEUS i n 2005.

He said in the 8th Ml aysia Plan, the governnent had further allocated
funds to continue with our supply driven phil osophy to expand the rol e of
Mal aysi an ports in tandemw th the country's econoni c objective.

"This is borne out of the fact that the Ml aysi an contai ner vol une has
reached nine mllion total equivalent units (TEUS) in 2002," he said in his
speech at the International Shipowners Association of Ml aysia (IS0A) 2003
Gal a Dinner Ni ght here today.

Dr Ling added that this was evident fromthe ongoi ng devel oprments
taking place in Port Kl ang, Johor, Kuantan, Penang and Bi ntul u.

He said it was encouraging to note that Malaysia's two | eadi ng
transhi pmrent hub ports, Port Kl ang and the Port of Tanjung Pel epas had
achi eved strong growt h.

For the year 2002, Port Klang achieved 4.53 million TEUS refl ecting
20. 6 percent growt h whil st Tanjung Pel epas had 31.2 percent growmh with 2.6
mllion TEUS.

He said the government under the | eadership of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has pushed very hard to ensure the success of Malaysia Inc. and the
governnent woul d continue to encourage the private sector to play a bigger
role in the future devel opments of Ml aysia through further growth in the
servi ce sector.

Dr Ling added that the governent appreciated the inportant role played
by shipping lines as 90 percent of cargo volunme is seaborne cargo. --
BERNAMA
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