12 SEP 2003
Budget - Wonen
GOVT | NCREASES TAX RELI EF FROM RVMBOO TO RML, 000 PER CHI LD

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 12 (Bernamm) -- The tax relief per child will be
i ncreased fromRMB0OO to RML, 000 to assist parents in reducing the burden of
expenditure on children fromnext year.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, in proposing the
increase on the tax relief in the Budget 2004 in the Dewan Rakyat, said the
government was aware of the rising costs of bringing up and educati ng
chil dren.

To encourage the establishment of nore childcare centres at the
wor kpl ace, Dr Mahathir, who is Finance Mnister, said the governnent m ght
consi der the estabishnent of such facility as a condition in the
devel opnent order of |ocal authorities.

He said this was necessary as the response from private enpl oyers had
not been encouraging inspite of the tax incentives given by the governnent
to them

He said the budget woul d further enhance the programmes for the
devel opnent of wonen and family institution with the allocation of RML28. 6
mllion.

Dr Mahathir said this would include training, guidance and counseling
to instil greater confidence and encouragenent to wonen, especially single
nmot hers, the elderly and the disabl ed.

The Prime Mnister said to help single nothers in rural areas to
increase their inconme fromtheir businesses, the government woul d set aside
RMLOO nmillion fromthe Village Mcro-Credit Schene to provide |loans to
those wi th own busi nesses.

"Single nothers in the lowincome group will also be given priority to
purchase | ow and nedi umt cost houses from Syari kat Perumahan Negara Ber had
(SPNB) with a 20 per cent price discount,” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so took to task husbands who undermi ned the status and
dignity of women by divorcing their w ves through the short nessagi ng
service (SM).

"Using SM5 does not reflect respect for the sanctity of marriage and
family institutions, including children," he said.

He said that even though Islamallowed husbands to divorce their w ves
by mere utterance of the words, divorce should not be taken lightly.

"I't should be carefully thought through as children often becone
victins," he said.

In addition, the Prinme Mnister said SM5 was not secure as anybody
could use it to send divorce nessages w thout thek know edge of the
husband.

"The resultant social problenms will not reflect the true character of
Islam" he said

He al so took to task those who restricted the contribution of wonen in
devel oprment by only allowing themto becone teachers and wel fare officers
and preventing themfrombecon ng judges, governnment adm nistrators or
joining the security forces.

Dr Mahathir said that in the history of Islam wonmen had fought
al ongsi de Prophet Muhanmad in war, while in business, Saidatina Khadijah
was involved in cross-border trade.

"Remenber, heaven |lies beneath the nothers' feet. Behind every
successful man is a wife. The hand that rocks the cradl e shakes the world,"
he sai d.



He said that if Malaysia was to restrict the role of fermales it would
only result in reducing the human resources of Miuslins by nore than half.
As such, he said Muslins would have to depend on others for everything
"Do not be di sappoi nted when this happens. Do not blanme the wonen if
men are unable to control their desires. |Islamdoes not place the

responsibility of restraining desires solely on wonen," he said.
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