15 JAN 2003
Mahat hi r - SAR
GOVT LOOKI NG | NTO STRENGTHENI NG RELI G OUS STUDI ES SYLLABUS

KOTA BAHARU, Jan 15 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today that the government is studying whether there is a need to strengthen
the syllabus for religious studies at national schools.

"We are | ooking into whether the religious studies syllabus at nationa
school s is adequate or not,"” the Prime Mnister told a news conference
after addressing a | eader-w t h-the-peopl e gat heri ng here.

The government recently announced that the 126,000 students of Sekol ah
Agarma Rakyat (SAR) woul d be absorbed into national schools following its
decision to stop giving aid to people's religious schools, better known as
SAR

Dr Mahathir said religious education at national schools was ai ned at
provi di ng Musli mstudents foundations on religious know edge and not to
make theminto ul ama.

"W want to provide foundations on Islamc religious know edge so that
they can continue...if they are interested they can continue with religious
studies at the university |level.

"But if they want to go into other fields, we al so provide adequate
f oundati on, " he said.

Asked on press reports that SAR students had been told they would go to
hell if they joined national schools, Dr Mahathir said this was a big lie
of the opposition

"I would like to ask those who say this, have they been to
heaven. .. have they seen people entering heaven? This is a terrible
lie...even voting a party can get one to heaven.

"No human bei ngs can det erni ne whet her one goes to heaven or hell...in
fact even a very pious person cannot guarantee that he would go to heaven,”
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said parents who sent their children to SAR were
victimsing themas PAS nenbers and el ected representatives thensel ves were
sending their children to national schools.

Earlier, in his speech, Dr Mahathir said the governnent decided to stop
giving aid to SAR because these schools were not teaching Islanc
t eachi ngs.

He said it would be wong of the governnent to abet schools in
propagati ng teachi ngs which were agai nst the teachings of Islam

"People's religious schools do not teach Islam c education but
teachi ngs which are against Islam..they teach students to hate and to be
ungrateful to those who give aid when |Islamdoes not teach its followers to
hat e one anot her.

"Send themto national schools and we will give themreligious
education according to the syllabus required by Islam" he said.

Dr Mahathir said the government was willing to accept SAR students to
gi ve them proper and nore confortabl e education at national schools, which
al so have trained teachers.

The governnent was also willing to give extra allocations to inprove
the facilities at national schools, including having nore classes to
accommpdat e t hese students, he said.

"What is the point in having pondok schools, people's religious schools
whi ch do not have trai ned teachers and are not confortable?...there is no
need for people's religious schools," he said.
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