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PUTRAJAYA, COct 27 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today that |ocal councils which continue with their corrupt and inefficient
ways will do a | ot of damage to the governnent in the |l ong run

The Prime Mnister said that the erosion of the governnent's popularity
woul d be seen especially if they were fromgovernnment parties.

"I'f they do not perform we'll have to renmove them"” he told a nedia
conference after attending a function at the Finance Mnistry here.

Dr Mahathir said that sonetines |ocal councillors do not want to be
unpopul ar, pronpting themto avoid collecting taxes and so on.

In cases |like these, he said, "we'll have to force them"

He was responding to questions on the reported bel ow par perfornmace of
sone | ocal councils which has given rise to conplaints fromnenbers of the
soci ety.

Dr Mahathir also said that he was in favour of appointing | ocal
councillors rather than el ecting them

He said if canpaigns were held for |local council elections, then such
events woul d be dom nated by politics.

"Those invol ved won't be tal ki ng about drains, better service or
what ever. They will talk about this person is fromPAS, he is fromUmo and
he is fromDAP," he said

He said that the adm nistrators had to renove politics fromsone of
gover nnent functions.

"Otherwi se the concentration will be purely on politics,"” he said.
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