01 AUG 2003
Jamal uddi n- Komrmas
GOVT YES TO KOWAS TRI AL BY EDUCATI ON M NI STRY

ROWPIN, Aug 1 (Bernama) -- The Government has agreed to allow the
Education Mnistry to try out the national conputer under the Komas
pi oneer project in school conputer |aboratories nation-w de.

Second Finance M nister Datuk Dr Jamal uddin Jarjis said the first
product of DRB-H com Information Technol ogi es Sdn Bhd (DHI T), a conputer
usi ng the Linux open source system was found to be nore effective apart
from bei ng i nexpensi ve.

"The Kommas pioneer project is in the early stages, having been
I aunched in two places, nanely Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Si npang Bekoh,
Asahan, Mel aka, and Sekol ah Kebangsaan Keratong 10, Ronpin," he said after
| aunching the project at the Keratong 10 school here today.

He said the project was inportant in bridging the digital gap between
urban and rural students in exploring information and comuni cation
technol ogy (I CT) devel oprents.

Dr Jamal uddi n said apart fromexposure to students, schools were al so
urged to hold I CT sem nars or courses for parents during the school
hol i days.

Komas, |aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in
July last year, initially targetted hone users but was expanded to include
education through school conputer |abs by DHIT.

Dr Jamal uddi n said the Governnent, through the Education Mnistry, had
aimed to equip nore than 10, 000 schools with conputer |abs in the past
t hree years.

The Konmas conputer |ab project, sponsored by DH T, involves work |ike
fitting network cabl es, supplying furniture, projectors and conputers
downl oaded wi th educati on software from State educati on resource centres.
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