08 FEB 2003
Mahat hi r - Hadi
GOVT W LL PROBE HADI AWANG S PRESENCE AT MAKASSAR MEETI NG

LANGKAW, Feb 8 (Bernama) -- The Governnent will investigate a news
report which clainmed that Terengganu Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi
Awang attended a neeting of radical |Islamc groups in Makassar, South
Sul awesi, Indonesia, in Cctober 2000.

The Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, said a probe woul d
be undertaken when asked for his response to the call by Umo Youth to
i nvestigate the report considering that the Chairman of the Mijahiddin
Counci | of Indonesia, Abu Bakar Basyir al so attended the neeting.

Umo Yout h head Dat uk H shamuddi n Hussein was quoted in the report as
saying that the matter should be investigated and clarified failing which
t he good nane of Muslims in Malaysia and the country woul d be tarnished.

Apart from Abu Bakar, the news report said the neeting was al so
attended by the head of "Laskar Jundul |l ah", Agus Dwi karna, who i s now
serving a 17-year jail termfor being in possession of explosives and bei ng
i nvol ved in bonbing incidents in Manila and Jakart a.

"We do not know...l hope he is not involved in crimnal activities
comm ted by a nunmber of people out there," he said.

Hadi Awang had since said that he went to Makassar in his capacity as
head of the Terengganu Governnent followi ng an invitation by the
Hassanuddi n Uni versity and several non-governmental organisations in
Sul awesi which is a nest for Islamic mlitants in this region.

According to the reports Hadi said he went to Makassar to attend an
I sl ami ¢ Congress and was not worried about attenpts to link himto
terrorism

Asked if there was any exenption given to Menteris Besar in matters
such as this when conpared to others involved in mlitant activities, Dr
Mahathir said in sarcasm"” He is in the opposition. The opposition has
privileges. Even if he breaks the law it does not matter because he is in
the opposition. Qthers nust be taken to court even over a snmall matter.”

On whether Hadi's presence at the Makassar neeting inplied that PAS was
involved in mlitant activities, the Prine Mnister said, "W know that
many nenbers of the nmilitant novenents are al so PAS nenbers.”

Dr Mahathir who arrived here last night left this nmorning by helicopter
for Kual a Kedah, acconpani ed by Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak
Syed Zai n.

After inspecting the Kual a Kedah Marina Harbour project, Dr Mhathir
returned to Langkawi and toured the "Harbour Park Langkaw " at Pantai Kok
her e.

The RVAO million Mediterranian-like project will have a marina which
can house 100 yachts at any one tine.

O her facilities at the 12-hectare site include a hotel, boutiques and
apartnents.

The Prime Mnister was briefed on the project which was now 80 per cent
conplete by its consultant, national mariner Datuk Azhar Mansor.

Dr Mahathir then visited the cable car station. The cable car |inks
Oiental Village, a shopping conplex, at Teluk Burau to the 708-netre high
Gunung Machi nchang.

He was al so briefed on the proposal to have a suspension bridge between
two hills in the area by project consultant Dr Peter Wss.
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