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Raf i dah-i nt ervi ew

GREATER DOMESTI C DEMAND COULD CUSHI ON EFFECT OF WAR | N | RAQ, SAYS
RAFI DAH

KUALA LUMPUR, March 1 (Bernama) -- Mal aysia could cushion the effect of
a possible war in Iraq by increasing donestic demand, said Internationa
Trade and I ndustry Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

She said al though the war coul d have adverse effect on the country, the
governnent could try to accel erate econom ¢ grow h by increasi ng domestic
demand.

"Not that we could cover fully whatever shortages there are in the
external sector, but the gap will not be damagi ng because of our diverse
fundanmental s," she said in an interviewin "Bicara Bernama", a weekly
programre produced by Bernamm, over Astro Ria tonight.

Rafi dah sai |ocal entrepreneurs should al so nmake a switch from
traditional sectors such as contruction to other productive sectors such as
manuf act uri ng.

I n addition, she said Mal aysia woul d al so have the opportunity to
export its products to the Mddl e East and other Asean countries.

"Even | ast year, our biggest market was Asean at 26 per cent with the
United States dropping to nunber two," she said.

Raf i dah said the governnent would continue to pronbte Mal aysia as a
regional centre for Asean narket.

In the event of war, she said foreign investors m ght be nore attracted
to Mal aysi a because of the Asean market, not jeopardised by war unlike the
Anerican and M ddl e East markets.

Rafi dah, who is al so Vnita Umo Chi ef, was al so asked on what the
country's political situation would be Iike after the resignation of Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad as Prime Mnister in Cctober

She said she did not think that there would be a nmass resignation of
Cabi net mi ni sters.

Raf i dah said the proponents of such idea were ignorant of the
responsi bilities of Cabinet mnisters.

It would be Dr Mahathir who would resign as the Prine Mnister, not the
whol e Bari san Nasi onal (BN) governnent, she said.

She said other ministers in the Cabinet would still have duties and
obligations which required their attention.

"When Pak Lah (Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi ) becones PM it will be
up to himthen (on who should go and stay)," she said.

Rafi dah said it would all depend on one's |luck of whether to be
nomi nated or not to stand in the general election or to be retained as a
m ni ster after the el ection.

"If he says, "~goodbye', “goodbye' it will be for us and if he wants to
appoi nt newconers, we shouldn't be angry," she said.

Raf i dah said that although a change in the nunber one position in the
party and the governnent would likely lead to bickering within the party,
she was confident that it would not jeopardise the party and country.

"In fact there will not be many changes because it will be an Umo
| eader also, the Umo's vision also. If there are changes in posts and so
on, maybe a little bit of bickering," she said.

On Abdul l ah's gentle personality, not vocal like Dr Mahathir, she said
it was a very appropriate approach for sonmeone in a nunber two position in
t he governnent.

Raf i dah said such |ow profile and not to overshadow t he Nunber One was
al so adopted by Dr Mahat hir when he was deputy to Tun Hussein Onn.



"When he was DPM (deputy prine ninister) not many peopl e knew Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahathir. | think it was done on purpose as a deputy to keep a | ow
profile, not to project hinself too nmuch and to be nore vocal than the
Nurber One.

"Tun Hussein, as we all know, was not very vocal and he also did not
tal k much.

"I am sure when Pak Lah becones the | eader, he will display his Nunber
One' s character and we hope his Nunber Two will al so know his place. So
don't be bi g-headed,” she said.
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