18 JUN 2003
Hadi - Car t oon
HADI ADM TS CARTOON WAS A M STAKE, WARNS HARAKAH EDI TOR

KUALA TERENGGANU, June 18 (Bernamm) -- Acting PAS President Datuk Seri
Abdul Hadi Awang admi tted today that the publication of a cartoon in
Har akah, the party's official organ, was a nistake.

"It's anormal thing inlife, we make m stakes. .. sonething
uni ntentional which nmust be corrected,” he told reporters after chairing
the weekly neeting of the State Executive Council, here.

Hadi, who is al so Terengganu Menteri Besar, said he had cal |l ed Harakah
Chief Editor Zulkifli Sulong and advised himto be nore careful in future.

He was commenting on the call by many Bari san Nasional (BN) |eaders to
the Home Mnistry to revoke the publishing permt of the paper for
publishing a two-frame cartoon entitled "Masal ah SARS"' (SARS probl em
conprising a caricature of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
and anot her of a pig.

Har akah, in a two-paragraph statenent, yesterday said it was
wi t hdrawi ng the cartoon, drawn by cartooni st Zunar, which was published in
t he June 16-30 issue

The paper al so apol ogi sed to parties, who felt insulted and took
of fence over the publication of the cartoon, which it said was not done
with malicious intention.

Asked whether it was done on purpose, Hadi said the question should be
directed to the person who did it and not to him

He said it was up to the nanagenent of Harakah on whether to take
action or not against the cartoonist.

I n KOTA BAHARU, PAS Spiritual Adviser Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat said
the publication of the cartoon was in bad taste.

"I agree that the apol ogy was proper. \When we do sonet hi ng wong, we

shoul d not be stubborn, especially when it cones to sonething personal I|ike
this,” he told reporters after chairing the state executive council weekly
meet i ng.

Ni kK Azi z al so expressed regret over accusations by certain parties that
the public religious schools (SAR) were a hotbed for terrorists and the
teachers were spreadi ng devi ationi st teachi ngs.

"I feel like getting back at them because it's about Islamand the
majority of the teachers are graduates of the University of Al -Azhar in
Egypt and other Islamc universities in Wst Asia. How can they make such a
sweepi ng st atenent, accusing these people of pronoting terrorismand
devi ati oni st teachi ngs?" he said.

He said it was appropriate for PAS once in a while to cone up with an
article or a cartoon in response to such accusati ons.

"Atit for tat action is human nature but don't mamke it personal," he
sai d.
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