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HADI APPRECI ATES DR MAHATHIR S I NVITE TO O C SUW T

KUALA TERENGGANU, Cct 15 (Bernanma) -- PAS president Datuk Seri Abdul
Hadi Awang today expressed gratitude to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for
inviting himto attend the official opening of the Organisation of Islamc
Conference (O C) Summit neeting at Putrajaya tonorrow.

The Terengganu Menteri Besar said he would attend the function as the
O C Summit was sonet hi ng nost meani ngful .

"I thank Dr Mahathir, who not only contacted nme by letter but al so
invited ne verbally," he told reporters, here.

Hadi al so said he was happy with the preparation nade by the governnent
to ensure the success of the OC Sunmit which had lifted the country's
i mage.

On Dr Mahathir's retirement at the end of the nonth, he said the Prine
M ni ster had contributed a | ot the country including introduci ng Mal aysi a
to the international conmunity.

When asked to nmake a conpari son between Dr Mahathir and ot her | eaders
of Islamc nations, Hadi said in jest that he did not want to give any mark
on the Prime Mnister's |eadership.

"I don't want to give any nmark, but he certainly has succeeded in
lifting Mal aysia's i mage," he said.

Asked on the honour given to Dr Mahathir by various parties, he said
that he feared the Prinme Mnister m ght no | onger be remenbered after his
retirement.

According to Hadi, this was because everyone woul d prai se a | eader when
he was in power, but it would be the contrary once he no | onger held any
posi tion.

"Dr Mahathir had been expelled from Umo once before and no Umo peopl e
dared to go near his house then because he was under police scrutiny, but
those who did go (to his house) were PAS people. | fear the same wll
happen agai n when Dr Mahathir retires, no one may want to go near him" he
sai d.

On the Hudud | aw, the Terengganu Menteri Besar said those who woul d not
vote for PAS after the party had inplemented the Syariah Crimnal (Hudud
and Q sas) Enactnent in Terengganu were "crimnals" who feared puni shnent.

He expressed confidence that PAS woul d get nore support once the state
governnent gazetted the | aw on Cct 27.

"(Those) who do not vote for us are only the crimnals, because they
fear punishrment. | don't care if PAS loses in the general election for
i mpl enenting the Hudud and Q sas because what is inportant is to discharge
our responsibility to gain Allah's blessing," he said.

Hadi, said the Terengganu government did not need police cooperation in
i mpl ementing the | aw because it woul d be deternined by the "kadi'.

He said the police were only involved in criminal cases which were
general in nature, while those under the Hudud and Q sas | aw woul d be
deci ded by the “kadi' under strict terns.

When asked whet her the Terengganu governnent had officially inforned
the federal government about gazetting the law, he said it had not.

He al so said that the Terengganu governnent woul d pay the hal f-nonth
bonus to its enpl oyees this year.

"Yes, we will followthe federal governnment and we will pay the bonus,"
he added.
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