14 SEP 2003
Hadi - I nterpretation
HADI SAYS DR M HAS WRONG | NTERPRETATI ON ON | SLAM C STATE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 14 (Bernanmm) -- PAS president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi
Awang has di smi ssed Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad's chall enge to PAS to
i ssue a nenorandumon the setting up of an Islamc state, claimng that the
prime mnister has msinterpreted the matter.

"W consider the prime mnister's challenge as no | onger rel evant
because the prine mnister has his own interpretati on which regards the
(PAS) understanding as wong," he said when wi nding up the debate on his
keynote address at the 49th PAS annual general assenbly here today.

Abdul Hadi suggested that the Institute of Islam ¢ Understanding
Mal aysia (I KIM and | ocal ulanas come up with the proper definition of a
real Islanmic state.

Abdul Hadi had earlier disputed the governnment's declaration of
Mal aysia as an Islanic state although scholars fromseveral countries,

i ncluding the Grand Shei kh of Al -Azhar, Dr Mohammad Sayed Tantaw , have
acknow edged that Malaysia is an Islanic state.

Abdul Hadi had al so disputed the authority of Dr Tantawi, who issues
fatwas (religious edicts) abided by Muslins, because he said Dr Tantawi was
appoi nted by the Egyptian governnent and not by the ul amas and academ cs of
the Al - Azhar University |ike before.

A PAS Yout h del egate yesterday criticised the party | eadership for
failing to issue a manifesto on its concept of Islamic state, the core of
the party's struggle, despite ruling Kelantan and Ter engganu.

In his w nding-up speech, Abdul Hadi also criticised the mai nstream
media in the country for allegedly not doing enough to informthe public
about the kind of Islamc state PAS wanted to set up.

He urged party nmenbers and the public to do their own research on PAS
struggle to set up an Islam c state instead of just relying on information
fromthe nedia.

Abdul Hadi said although the ulama institution forned the core of the
party's struggle, the intellectual and professional groups would not be
negl ect ed.

Both the ulama and intellectual groups had inportant roles to play to
make the party rel evant, he said.

He al so said there was a need to educate the professionals and
intellectuals in the party to bring their religious know edge on par with
that of ul amas.
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