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Handan- KLI A
HAMDAN WANTS KLI A RENAMED " TUN DR MAHATHI R | NTERNATI ONAL Al RPORT"

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 1 (Bernamm) -- President of the Federation of
Mal aysi an Consuner Associ ations (Fonta) Professor Dr Handan Adnan wants the
KL International Airport (KLIA) to be renaned "Tun Dr Mahat hir
I nternational Airport"” to honour the fornmer Prinme M nister.

He said as a | eader who had |ifted Malaysia's name on to the world
stage "it was only appropriate that Dr Mahathir be given an everlasting
honour . "

Hanmdan said Dr Mahathir's dynam ¢ and vi si onary | eadershi p had
succeeded in projecting Malaysia's name whi ch was known and enul at ed by
ot her countries.

This was in marked contrast to the era of the 70s and early 80s when
only a snmall section of the international community knew about Mal aysi a and
its existence, he said.

"When | studied in the United States, when we nention Ml aysia, the
peopl e there thought Ml aysia was in China or India. Now everyone knows
Mal aysia and Dr Mahathir," he told Bernanma

Handan said Dr Mahathir built the airport which was now the pride of
the nation, even though during the initial stage of its contruction he
faced much criticism

He said the practice of naming airports after the country's | eaders was
not sonet hing new and was carried out in other countries including
devel oped ones.

For instance the airport in New York was nanmed after the | ate President
Kennedy, Manila Airport was named after the I ate N noy Aqui no and the
airport in Jakarta after the | ate Soekarno and Hatt a.

Handan said Dr Mahathir stepped down at a tinme when everyone held him
in high esteeemand this showed that he is a great |eader

"Dr Mahathir has retired as PM it is only fitting we honour him" he
added.
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