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HANDOVER ON OCT 31 THE LONGEST- PLANNED

By: Santha Qorjitham

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 28 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s
handover of the premiership to Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badawi on Fri day
will be the nost orderly in Malaysia' s history.

"This is definitely the | ongest-planned handover," said historian Datuk
Dr Khoo Kay Kim "although in the other cases, there was never really any
doubt that the deputy prinme mnister would take over."

Wil e there was no specul ati on about who woul d be Mal aysia's next prine
m ni ster, he said, many were now guessi ng about who woul d be his deputy.

The Professor Enmeritus with Universiti Malaya's History Departnent
poi nted out that the country's first two | eadershi p changes took place in
times of crisis.

Mal aysia's first Prime Mnister, Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al - Haj
announced t hat he was steppi ng down on Sept 21 1970 -- while the country
was under the managenment of the National Operations Council (NOC) follow ng
the riots of May 13 1969.

And the country's second | eader, Tun Abdul Razak Dat uk Hussein, died in
of fice on Jan 14 1976.

Each succession was conducted differently.

On Sept 22 1970, Tun Razak arrived first at the |Istana Negara, at 9.28
am and was shown into the guest room

The Tunku arrived two minutes |later and was adnitted to the Throne
Room where he subnmitted his resignation to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Abdul Halim Mi' adzam Shah, the Sultan of Kedah, his nephew.

It was Tuanku Abdul Halims first official function, after being sworn
inas Malaysia's fifth King the previous day.

Tun Razak was then escorted to the Throne Room where the King handed
himhis letter of appointment, w tnessed by the Tunku.

No Cabinet nministers or dignitaries were present.

About an hour later, the Tunku and Tun Razak both met over 400 Umo
| eaders, MPs and state assenbl ynen at the Dewan Bahasa dan Pust aka.

The Tunku called on party nenbers to be |oyal and give their ful
support to the new Prine M nister

Tun Razak named his deputy, Tun Dr Isnail Datuk Abdul Rahman, and
presented the new governnment's political testanent.

He said the NOC woul d continue to function in its present formuntil
Parliament met in February the follow ng year.

"Kaum | bu' (now VWanita Umo) | eader Tan Sri Fatimah Hashi mthen bl essed
t he Tunku, Tun Razak and Tun Dr Ismail with saffron rice and scented water

Dat uk Hussein Onn was sworn in as the country's third Prime M nister by
t he Yang di - Pertuan Agong, Tuanku Yahya Petra, at 9.30 amon Jan 15 1976 --
the day after Tun Razak died.

Dressed in a white baju and bl ack sanmpin, Hussein w ped away tears
during the cerenpny which was w tnessed by Cabinet ninisters, the Speaker
of the Dewan Rakyat, I|stana officials and his own physician.

He chaired his first Cabinet neeting at the Prinme Mnister's Depart nent
an hour later, to plan the funeral for the late Tun Razak.

Five years | ater, he handed over the prem ership to his deputy, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

On July 15 1981, Datuk Hussein chaired his |ast Cabinet neeting and
cleared up his office.

The foll owi ng norning, he witnessed Dr Mahat hir taking his oath of



office in front of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Sultan Ahmad Shah.

Dr Mahathir was seated on the left of the throne while Datuk Hussein
was seated on the right.

Al'l the Cabinet mnisters (except Foreign M nister Tengku Ahmad
Ri t hauddeen who was in New York) were present, as well as the acting Lord
Presi dent (a post now renamed as Chief Justice), the President of the Dewan
Negara, the Speaker of the Dewan Rakyat, the Chief of Defence Forces, the
I nspector-General of Police and other senior Government officials.

In a separate cerenony in another hall of the Istana, Datuk Hussein was
awarded the Darjah Seri Maharaja Mangku Negara (SMN), carrying the title
"Tun".

Tun Hussein and Dr Mahathir then adjourned to the Prinme Mnister's
Departnent for the handover.

After Dr Mahathir announced | ast year that he would be retiring, said
Prof Khoo, for sonme tine the question of whether he woul d be succeeded by
his deputy "appeared to be open."

"But with the Prime Mnister repeating that it would be Pak Lah, the
specul ation turned to who woul d be Deputy Prine Mnister," said the
hi storian, adding that it was the new Prine Mnister's prerogative to
choose.
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