29 AUG 2003
Feat ure- Nati onal Day (EMBARGO Sunday/ Aug 31-Wth pix)
HAPPY Bl RTHDAY MALAYSI Al

By: Rosliwaty Ramly

KUALA LUMPUR: | n January 1956, the | ate Tunku Abdul Rahman, a Kedah
prince turned politician led a delegation to London to negotiate Mal aya's
i ndependence.

After three weeks of negotiations, the London I ndependence Agreenent
was signed whereby the British Governnent agreed to give the then Ml aya
i ndependence on August 31, 1957.

At 12 m dni ght on August 31, 1957, thunderous roars of "Merdeka,

Mer deka" reverberated in Stadi um Merdeka when the Uni on Jack, the synbol of
British col onial power, was | owered.

| magi ne the dreans and hopes springing fromall the hearts as the
Mal ayan flag was slowy raised to our glorious national anthem the
Negaraku, for the first tine.

And i nagine the feeling of being free fromcol onial yoke -- fromthe
Dut ch, the Portuguese, the Japanese and the British.

Tunku, one of the architects of the nation's newy won freedom becane
the first prinme mnister of the Independent Federation of Ml aya in 1957,
| ater to becone Ml aysi a.

Unl i ke nei ghbouring I ndonesi a, where i ndependence was wrested fromthe
Dutch with a bl oody, hard-fought battle, Ml aysia achi eved i ndependence
peacefully. No wars were fought. If there was any friction, it was sinply a
case of the pens being mightier than the swords.

LONG HI STORY OF COLONI AL YOKE

Nevert hel ess, the road to i ndependence was not entirely snooth, and
runbl i ngs of discontent over the col onial yoke had been heard, |ong before
the historic decl arati on.

Eur opean inperialist expansion began with the Portuguese conquest of
Mal acca in 1511. However, their power was |ocalised. A century later, the
Dut ch took Mal acca fromthe Portuguese.

The 18th century saw the British pushing into Malaya with the
est abl i shment of Penang and then Singapore in 1819. In 1826, Ml acca,
Penang and Si ngapore were conbined to formthe Straits Settl enents.

By then, the British were making their push into the tin-rich states of
the Mal ay Peninsula, and installing their representatives, known as
Resi dent s.

In 1896, the Federated Mal ay States was established and by 1919 the
Uni on Jack fluttered fromevery fl agpole on the Ml ay Peni nsul a, Singapore,
Brunei, Sarawak and Sabah

Later, the Japanese occupi ed Mal aya and Si ngapore which forced British
to flee.

SI GNS OF DI SCONTENT

But when they returned after World War 11, it was a tenuous authority
they assuned. Faith in the invincibility of the British Enpire had been
destroyed forever.

The British sought to i npose adm nistrative unity by introducing the
Mal ayan Uni on, a plan whereby the Sultan's sovereignty was to be
transferred to the British Crown and all citizens, regardl ess of race,
woul d have equal rights.

This met with fierce Malay opposition and led to the creation of the
United Mal ays National Organisation (UWO wth Dato' Onn bin Jaafar, as



presi dent.

The British returned to the drawi ng board and cane up with the
Federati on of Mal aya, which gave the Sultans power over their states and
reserved special privileges for the Ml ays.

The Alliance, conprising UWO, the Ml ayan Chi nese Associ ati on ( MCA)
and the Ml ayan I ndi an Congress (M C) denonstrated its combi ned strength by
wi nni ng 80 percent of the votes cast in the first national election in
1955.

It becane clear that a united Mal aya was a very real possibility.

In 1963, Singapore, Sarawak and Sabah joined Malaya to formthe
Federati on of Mal aya. However, Singapore left in 1965 to becone an
i ndependent republic.

I LL EFFECTS OF DI VI DE AND RULE POLI CY

Backed by the two staples of rubber and tin, the econony appeared
heal t hy. Nevertheless, the British's divide and rule policy created sone
probl ens in the unequal distribution of wealth.

Comunal di sturbances broke out in 1969. The ashes of destruction gave
birth to a new begi nning: the May 13 tragedy was both a remi nder that peace
and prosperity cannot be taken for granted but have to be nurtured
constantly.

The nation then realised that its uni que nake-up denanded uni que
solutions. So the New Economic Policy, the National Education Policy and
other simliar policies were introduced.

Much of the push for progress is attributed to the policies of
Mal aysia's fourth and |atest Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, whose bol d and hugely successful policy of heavy industrialisation
has seen the econony record excellent growh figures for over a decade

VI SION FOR A NEW MALAYSI A

This i npressive econom ¢ performance has | ent substance to Mal aysia's
anbition of achieving a devel oped country status by the year 2020.

The country has been fortunate to have | eaders who have |argely put the
interests of the nation above the nore narrow sectarian concerns, or even
worse, their own self-interest.

Cel ebrating 30 years of independence in 1987, the Proton Saga,

Mal aysia's national car, was the centrepiece of festivities. Then, followed
by Perodua Kancil, the highlight of the parade at the 37th National Day in
1994.

Two years later, another historic event was when the nmade-in- Ml aysi a
motorcycle, Kriss, nmade its mai den appearance at the 39th National Day
cel ebrations held in Kota Kinabal u.

Today, the nation is 46 years old and has gone quite a di stance,
besi des havi ng chal ked up achi evenents that it can be proud of.

Wth the benefit of stable governnent, the nation has enjoyed neteoric
econom ¢ progress and is now one of the world' fastest-grow ng economc
powers and a nodel of nulti-ethnic harnony.

Multibillion-dollar projects have transforned the face of the nation:
the world's tallest buildings, a Ml aysi an-owned satelite spinning through
space; the Miultinmedia Super Corridor -- to nane a few -- have set to | ead

Mal aysia into the new nmill enni um

Mal aysi a' s envi abl e success as a multi-racial, nmulti-religious country
has won its pride of place in the map and its citizens have earned the
right to take pride in celebrating its 46th birthday.

A melting pot of peoples, cultures and traditions, Malaysia thrives on
its diversity and is indeed the epitone of the adage that "variety is the
spice of life".



Look around you. Look at the people, look at their smles. This is
Mal aysi a, our country, our horme.

Happy Birthday, Ml aysia!!

-- Bernama
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