16 JUN 2003
Parliament-Hum li ation
HARAKAH CONDEMNED FOR HUM LI ATI NG DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 16 (Bernama) -- The CGovernnent Backbenchers C ub
(BBC) today urged the Hone Mnistry to review the publishing permt of
Har akah, owned by PAS for hunmiliating the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Har akah had been nost irresponsi bl e and downright rude for publishing a
caricature of the Prime Mnister with a pig's snout, the club's Chairman
Dat uk Mohd Zi n Mohamed sai d.

The pig is considered an unclean aninmal in Islamand Mislins are
forbidden fromeating its neat.

"Stern action nust be taken agai nst Harakah," he said when nmet at the
Par | i ament | obby.

The BN nenber for Sri Gadi ng Dat uk Mbohamad Azi z sai d Harakah had not
only insulted the Prinme Mnister but all Ml aysians.

"I hope PAS people will be nore ethical and nore Islanmic and not do
things which will earn themthe people's condemation," he said.

Mohamad sai d what the paper had done was a serious offence and
unacceptable to the people particularly when such an insult was |levelled at
sonmeone who had nmade i nmense contributions to this country and its people.

"I's is this party PAS based on Islan? This is not Islanic but
devilish," he said.

The Parlianmentary Secretary to the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Noh Omar said the Harakah action represented cheap PAS political agenda.

"This is cheap politics. Aculture that will bring down our inmage as
Muslins, " he added.
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