18 JUN 2003
Abdul | ah- Har akah
HARAKAH S APOLOGY MEANI NGLESS, | T'S DONE ON PURPCSE -- ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d today the apol ogy extended by Harakah, the
of ficial organ of PAS, over the publication of a cartoon on Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad was mneani ngl ess because it was done on
pur pose.

"The apology is nmeaningless if it is offered just to shield itself from
the bl ame and from bei ng charged (of defam ng Dr Mahathir)," he said when
commenti ng on Harakah's decision to withdraw the cartoon fromits June
16- 30 i ssue.

The paper al so apol ogised to parties, who felt insulted and took
of fence over the publication of the cartoon, which it said was not done
intentionally.

"After hurting the feelings of others...delighted at seeing Dr Mahathir
bei ng made fun of, and then apol ogi se. What kind of apology is that?" he
told reporters after launching a patriotic essay witing conpetition
organi sed by the Alumi of Overseas Umo Club at the Putra World Trade
Centre (PWC), here.

Abdul | ah, who is also Hone Mnister, said he was waiting for a ful
report on the natter before deciding on the next course of action against
t he paper.

He said those concerned could have prevented the cartoon from bei ng
publ i shed.

Seeing the cartoon, they would know that it would not be right to
publish, he said.

He said PAS clained itself of being an Islamc party and it certainly
did not reflect the Islamc work val ues.

Harakah, in its latest June 16-30 issue, published a two-frame cartoon,
one associating "khinzir" (a pig) with the Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrone (SARS) and the other associating "nmahazir!" (Dr Mahathir) with
public religious schools (SAR).

Many Barisan Nasional (BN) | eaders took exception to the cartoon and
urged the Home M nistry to revoke the publishing permt of the paper for
insulting Dr Mahathir.

In PUTRAJAYA, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Department Datuk Seri
Abdul Ham d Zai nal Abidin said Harakah had not only offended the feelings
of Dr Mahathir but also Muslinms in general.

"Any person who is sensible and of good character cannot accept such
action," he told reporters after |aunching a book on national fatwa
(religious rulings).

According to certain views, he said the publication of such cartoon was
"harant (forbidden) and sinful especially when directed at soneone of Dr
Mahat hi r' s status.

"It is an insult to Dr Mahathir who is respected as an outstandi ng
Islami c | eader, not only locally but also internationally," he said.

On the apol ogy extended by the paper, he said it could not get away
with it that easily.

"This is not about a political story but an injury to another person's
character," said Abdul Ham d
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