20 JUN 2003
Chua-SM s
HEALTH M NI STRY TO DEVELOP HEALTH- BASED SM S | N VI LLAGES

SEREMBAN, June 20 (Bernama) -- The Health Mnistry will devel op small -
and nmedi um scal e i ndustries involving the traditional nedicine and health
sector in villages nationw de.

M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng said today that there was a need for such
i ndustries to develop the country's wealth of natural resources |l ke plants
and herbs into nedicines, food and heal th products.

The nove was also in line with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s call for each village to be identified with one product, he told
reporters after opening the Negeri Senbilan branch of the National SM
Consul tation Centre (Nasm c), here.

He said, for exanple, that Thailand had devel oped the traditional
massage and masseurs were trained in the art because it was viewed as a
good souce of incone for the people and nedicines and cosnetic products
were al so devel oped in that country.

SM s played an inportant role in a country's econom c growh, he said,
addi ng that 90 per cent of Japan's econonmy was supported by the SMs which
wer e depended on heavily by the nultinationals |ike Sony, Mtsushita and
Toyota for their products.

Real i sing this, the Ml aysian governnent had gi ven special attention to
the SMs by providing themw th various incentives and assi stance, he said.
He added that the econoni c package announced by the prinme mnister

recently had allocated RM3 billion to the SMs with RML billion for the
Food Fund, RML billion for the Mcro-Credit Schene and RML billion for the
SM s and New Entrepreneur Fund.

He al so said that Nasm ¢ woul d conduct a series of sem nars starting
next nonth to explain the package to the SM entrepreneurs.

Earlier, in his speech, Chua urged the SM entrepreneurs to prepare for
the chal | enges posed by the Asean Free Trade Area (Afta) and the Wrld
Trade Organisation (WHO by ensuring that their products nmet the required
standard, were conpetitive and suitable for their target market.
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