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HEAVY TASK AWAI TS ULAMAS | N BRI NG NG BACK GLORY DAYS

By Jamal uddi n Muhanmmad

PUTRAJAYA, July 10 (Bernama) -- Standi ng agai nst a backdrop of
declining Islamc civilisation which reached its low |evel, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday poi nted out the heavy task awaiting ulamas to help
bring back the glory days of Islam

Sticking to the correct interpretation of Islamseened to be the renedy
suggested by the Prine Mnister to the ul anas when he opened the inaugura
Worl d Conference of Islamc Scholars here.

Hi s speech centred on ways to bring back the great Muslimcivilisation
so that Muslins worl dw de would no | onger be huniliated for being weak to
the extend that they were incapable to stand up for their own rights and
def endi ng t hensel ves.

He dwelt at length on how at one tine before no one dared to oppress
the Muslins or to invade their territories when Miuslins were respected and
regarded as a world power.

In the past, the successes of the Miuslins in the adm nistration,
education, trade and industry gained for Miuslins the respect and awe in the
wor | d.

He stressed that the sad fate of the Muslinms resulted fromtheir not
practising the true teachings of Islamand practi sed what was wongly
i nterpreted.

The three-day conference thened "lIslamin the Era of dobalisation" is
bei ng attended by sonme 900 schol ars and academ cians from 33 countries. It
ai ms anong others to bring forth resourceful ideas so that the unmah coul d
be the driver and catal yst of their own success.

Duri ng a di al ogue session |ater, Dr Mahathir, anpng others, highlighted
on the need for Muslins to | earn not only the "fardhu ai n" or persona
obligation but also the "fardhu kifayah" or collective obligations of the
Muslinms for the betternent of their lives.

By acquiring science and technol ogy along with religious studies, they
woul d be able to invent things for their own benefit and defended
t hemsel ves.

Dr Mahathir al so touched on the need for Miuslins to understand |slam
first before engaging in dialogue of civilisation with others.

The Prime Mnister was also willing to share Malaysia's fornula in
becom ng a progressive Islamc state as requested by a parti ci pant.

Two wor ki ng papers were presented today.

The Director of the United States-based Institute for the Study of
Islamin the Contenporary World Dr Fathi Osnman presented his paper entitled
"The Direction of the Miusli mUmah After Septenber 11, 2001 and Cccupation
of lraq".

Anong ot hers, he told the participants that constructive engagenent in
the universal village was necessary for survival because isolation nay
al lowvictimsation.

Al -1 mam Al - Al baniy Centre Manager Sal eem Eid Mohamad Al -Hilali from
Amman, Jordan when presenting his paper on Contenporary Mislim Society and
Cvilization Chall enge said:

"I'slam shoul d be cleared fromall kinds of jahiliyah phil osophy apart
fromseparating nodern civilisaton fromnegative theories and influences by
t he European."
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