07 FEB 2003
Caner on- Reach
H LL FLATTENING IN C H GHLANDS AFFECTS TNB DAM ORANG ASLI

CAMERON HI GHLANDS, Feb 7 (Bernamm) -- Land clearing for farm ng on a
big scale in Canmeron Hi ghlands is not only danmagi ng the environment but
al so di srupting Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad's (TNB) water reservoirs and
l'ivelihood of the Orang Asli comunity, an environnent watch group said
t oday.

R Ramakri shnan, Chairman of the Regional Environmental Awareness
Soci ety of Caneron Highl ands (Reach), said if hill clearings and illega
wat er pi pe connections were not stopped i medi ately, TNB's hydropower dam
coul d be affected.

He said TNB was currently paying royalty to the Kel antan Governnent to
bring water through a 1.5kmwater tunnel to its reservoirs but farmers were
stealing water fromthere for their agriculture |and.

"I'f the conmpany is allowed to proceed with its farnmi ng activities,
where will be their water source. There is no other place except the stream
in the permanent forest reserve running into the Habu reservoir," said
Ramakr i shnan

He was commenting on the appeal by K C. Kwang & Sons Sdn Bhd Director
Kwang Keh Chong, devel oper of the controversial project near Blue Valley
here, who had said that they woul d appeal against the ban i nposed on
devel oprment projects in Caneron Hi ghl ands by the Pahang Government.

Kwang had said there was no other way to clear the site than using
heavy machi nes and nai ntai ned that their technique of hydrophoni cs woul d
protect the environment.

The Pahang Government, upon commrents by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad that the area | ooked nore like a flatland than a hi ghl and,
had ordered an i medi ate freeze until existing | aws, especially the Land
Conservation Act 1960 were amended to allow for stiffer penalties.

Ramakri shnan said TNB's power generation would be affected as it was
usi ng the "Cascadi ng Systent which depends on water fromthe highland to
activate its turbine downhill.

"Furthermore, if farmers are allowed to continue their activities in
that area, water supply will be affected too as it will be contani nated
wi th pesticides used for agriculture,” he said.

He said even now the Orang Asli conmunity had conpl ained that their
wat er supply and livelihood have been affected due to water contam nation

Ramakri shnan sai d Reach coul d not accept the claimby the devel oper and
its consultant fromHolland that their nethod of levelling the [ and would
not affect the environnent.

"First of all, the consultant has his own interest in the project as he
is the supplier of equipnent and technol ogy. And he cane from Hol | and where
the farm ng there is flatland-based and not highland |ike here," he said.

I nst ead, Ranwkrishnan said, the method of terrace farmng systemin
Caneron Hi ghl ands had been proven to be successful for the past few decades
and suited the environnent, |and and weat her conditions of the area.

He said the authorities should not ease the conditions and shoul d have
confiscated all the heavy machi nery used by the devel oper as was done by
the district office previously.

"But the authorities are giving so many excuses |i ke not enough
enforcenent officers. They have used arny personnel to check illega
clearing of land in the past and this practice should be brought back
again," he said.



Furthernore, Ranakrishnan said the district office nust update its
records on the farm ng and ot her devel opnent activities in the area.

In 1993, 5,192 hectares of the total area of 71,218 hectares in Caneron
H ghl ands were devel oped for farm ng.

"But nobody knows the actual statistics now They nust update the
records for better nonitoring and enforcenent,"” he said.

Ramakri shnan said the state government must set the record strai ght by
di sal |l owi ng any appeal agai nst vast | and cl earance so that others woul d not
take advantage of the relaxation in future.

He said despite the various |aws already in place, weak enforcenment by

the authorities was the main reason for the continued illegal activities
here.

"W exposed the illegal hill clearing and water stealing fromthe
reservoir |ast year but nothing was done until now, " he added.
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