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M C-Hi story
HI STORY I N THE MAKI NG AT M C S LARGEST GATHERI NG ON SUNDAY

By: S. Ret nanat han

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 7 (Bernama) -- The M C El ecti on Machi nery Conventi on,
to be held in Shah Alamon Sunday, will create history of sorts for the
party.

It will not only be the |argest ever gathering of MC | eaders but it
will also be the first tinme that nore than 10,000 party nmenbers will turn
up under one roof to give 100 per cent nmandate to party president Datuk
Seri S.Sany Vellu to continue | eading the party.

This will be the first tine in the party's history that all 4,300
branch chai rnen, division and state | eaders will converge under the sane
roof .

It will also be the first time that all MC | eaders, from branch,
division, state and national levels, will adopt a resolution calling for
Sany Vel lu's continued | eadership at an el ecti on nmachi nery conventi on.

The convention will in total pass three resolutions. The first will be
to thank former Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad while the second
will be to extend full cooperation and support to Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badaw .

The third and final resolution will be the call for the continued
| eadership of Samy Vellu, who is Wirks M nister.

Sany Vellu late | ast week said that the convention was ai ned at
mobilising MC s strength in facing the upcomnm ng general election and
mappi ng out el ection strategies.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Sel angor Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhamed Khir Toyo are expected to present working papers at
t he one-day conventi on.

Wiile all the talk about the general election, expressing appreciation
and gratitude to Dr Mahat hir and extendi ng support to Abdul |l ah, who t ook
over the helmof the country last Friday, seenmed appropriate, one question
I i ngers.

Way should M C | eaders of all levels pass a notion wanting the party
supreno to continue his | eadershi p when Sany Vel lu was returned unopposed
as MC president for a record ninth termeight nonths ago?

Furthernore, since the change in the MC constitution |ast year, the
party president has been picked by all 4,300 branch chairnen and not
division | eaders as the practice in many other political parties.

Some M C observers felt that the nove to pass the resolution supporting
Sany Vellu was to showto certain political party |leaders and to "sone” MC
bigwi gs that the 67-year-old | eader was still very much wanted and needed

M ddl e of last nonth, just before the retirenment of Dr Mahathir, |ndian
Progressive Front (IPF) president Datuk M G Pandithan nade a stinging
remar k whi ch caused an uproar anong M C nenbers of all ranks.

The former M C vice-president wanted the head of the |argest
I ndi an- based political party in the country to resign and nmake way for
younger | eaders.

Pandi t han has al so said that it would be easier for the | PF, which is a
splinter party of the MC, to join the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN if Sany
Vel l u was no nore in power.

He went on to say that if MC deputy president Datuk S. Subranani am was
at the helmof the MC, then the | PF would make it to the BN Suprene
Counci | .

Soon after the statenent was nade, there was a flurry of coments



defendi ng Sarmy Vel lu and urging himto stay on. MC vice presidents --
Datuk S. Veerasi ngham Datuk G Pal anivel and Tan Sri K S.Nijhar -- went out
of their way to say that the party needed Samny Vell u.

Peopl es' Progressive Party (PPP) president Datuk M Kayveas, in
def endi ng anot her BN conponent party |eader, went a step further to say
that Samy Vellu was the only capabl e | eader at present to chanpi on issues
i nvol ving the Indian comunity in the country.

However, Subramani am the second in charge, was silent on the issue
until pressed for answers by the nedia. The Deputy Donestic Trade and
Consumer Affairs Mnister has been the M C deputy president since 1981.

He broke his silence not to defend his "boss" but to ask Kayveas, who
supported Samy Vellu's tenure as M C president, to keep out of the party's
busi ness. No harsh words for Pandithan either.

This has pronpted M C s vicious spin doctors to concl ude that
Subramani am was pl aying "politics" as he has not stated his full support
for Sanmy Vellu neither has he | ashed out at Pandithan for nmeking such a
call in the first place.

The resolution to be adopted at the convention, sone party observers
believe, is a way for the party president to send a clear signal that "MC
menbers are with himall the way" and that any outside interference is not
wel core.

It will also once and for all "silence Pandithan" from making
unnecessary coments about M C and its | eadership, especially Sany Vell u,
said a nenber of the M C Central Working Comrmittee who declined to be
named.
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