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PM S STATEMENT W LL SCOLVE SUCCESSI ON | SSUE - CHONG

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 12 (Bernama) -- Chief M nister Datuk Chong Kah Ki at
says Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s statenent that an Umo
| eader will replace himnext nmonth should settle the succession issue.

"The prime mnister has clarified the matter and | feel it need not be
prol onged. For ne this issue is sinple but sonme like to play it up.”

He was speaking to reporters after attending the Yang Di pertua Negeri
Dat uk Ahmadshah Abdul | ah's Hari Raya Ai dil adha open house at the Istana
Negeri here today.

Yesterday Dr Mahathir said an Umo | eader woul d repl ace Chong as the
next chief mnister after his termexpires on March 27.

Chong said he had applied for a nonth's | eave effective March.

"The prime minister who is also the Barisan Nasional (BN chairman will
decide on who will be the acting chief mnister.”

Chong is the sixth chief mnister under the rotation systemintroduced
in March 1994 when BN took over Sabah fromthe then Parti Bersatu Sabah
(PBS).

Meanwhi | e, several Sabah BN conponent party | eaders described Dr
Mahat hir's nmove as an endorsenent of what was agreed two years ago
-- that Umo would take over the post once Chong's termis over.

Sabah Progressive Party President Datuk Yong Teck Lee said he was
confident that a suitable candidate would be appointed to the post.

Yong said the current rotation systemsould be continued until it was
conpl et ed when a Kadazandusun comunity | eader takes over the post fromthe
new Umo chief minister when his tenure ends.

"If it was stopped now it may cause dissatisfaction anong those who are
yet to be appointed to the post."

PBS President Datuk Joseph Pairin Kitingan said the party woul d abi de
by BN | eadership's decision on the matter.

Pairin, the |ast Sabah chief mnister before the system was
i npl enent ed, said PBS hoped there woul d be discussions anong the coalition
menbers in the future to see if the systemwas constitutionally acceptable.
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