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ABDULLAH CONFI DENT | NVESTORS W LL STILL CHOOSE M SI A

BANG , Cct 23 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi is confident that foreign investors will still cone to
Mal aysi a despite the call by a | eading US-based Jew sh | obby group for
i nvestors and tourists to boycott Ml aysi a.

The group, Sinmon Wesenthal Centre, was reported to have |aunched a
scathing counter atttack on Dr Mahathir follow ng his speech at the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (O C) recently accusing the Jews of
ruling the world by proxy.

Abdul | ah said that entrepreneurs invested in a country based on severa
factors like security, peace and a stable econony.

"W have all these factors. So we do not have to worry. It is their
right to take such a stand,"” he said at a press conference after closing a
nati onal |evel seminar in Islamc Thinking, here today.

He added: But we are disappointed with the way they respond. W will
still continue to develop our country.

"I am confident that conpanies and investors who are already in our
country will continue to remain here and those wanting to invest wll
(continue to) come."

"I know that investors cone because they want to gain profits from
their investnments in a country which is safe and peaceful,” he said.

Abdul | ah said that Ml aysia would continue to face various chal |l enges
and it would be up to the rakyat to know what to do in order to | ook after
the country's interest.

Asked whether the call made by the centre, which has 400, 000 nenbers,
was beyond the limt as it was based on Dr Mahathir's speech which was
m sunder st ood, Abdul | ah sai d:

"I see it as an unreasonable action as they have interpreted (the
speech) out of context,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir's speech at the opening of the 10th O C Sunmt in Putrajaya
| ast week drew sharp criticismfromWstern and |Isaeli |eaders with sone
brandi ng himas anti-semtic, including the Sinon Wesanthal Centre.

In an interview with Thai newspaper the "Bangkok Post," the Prine
M ni ster was reported as saying that the world' s reaction (on his speech)
showed in actual fact that the Jews rule the world and are arrogant so nuch
so they sidelined the international community stance

On the allegation of threats agai nst Ml aysi ans overseas from groups
not happy with Dr Mahathir's statenment, Abdullah said that the governnent
woul d ensure that all Mal aysians are safe.

However, the Deputy Prine Mnister said that he had yet to receive any
such reports fromWsma Putra

"I have not received any reports on the matter. If it has reached that
stage, (Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri) Syed Hamd (Al bar) will informnme," he
sai d.

Earlier, in his speech, Abdullah said that the policies inplenmented by
t he governnment had brought about devel opnent not only to the Mislins but
also to non-Muslins in Mlaysia.

He said that no one could dispute that the country's devel opnent has
enpowered the Muslins, including through education and the stress on
sci ence and technol ogy.

Abdul | ah said that Ml aysia was able to contribue to the devel opnent of
Islamic countries due to the capability of its rakyat, |ike Petronas'



i nvol venent in oil exploration in Africa.

The sem nar was organised jointly by the Ofice of Religious Adviser to

the Prime Mnister, Special Functions Departnment (Information Mnistry) and
DRB- H com Bhd. -- BERNAVA
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