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By: Abdul HalimTaib

KUALA LUMPUR: Kedah is one of the heartlands of the Ml ays and is nuch
tal ked about as a state that mght fall into the hands of PAS in the com ng
el ection.

This viewis constantly proclainmed by the opposition party along with
its on theories and postul ati ons.

But records have shown ot herwi se. Since independence, Kedah has never
been captured by PAS, unlike Kel antan dan Ter engganu, which had fallen into
PAS cl utches twi ce before

That victories had certainly made them nore determ ned to capture Kedah
now.

To Umo and t he Barisan Nasional (BN), the 1999 results were a wake-up
call and they had since then gone all out to ensure that the hone state of
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad do not fall to PAS

The BN has described the PAS anbition of capturing Kedah as a difficult
one to achieve, while Menteri Besar Kedah Syed Razak Syed Zain sees it as
"day- dream ng".

PAS | S CONFI DENT

What ever the perceptions, Acting PAS president who is also the Menteri
Besar of Terengganu, Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang, is full of confidence
that the opposition party will fulfill its anmbition in Kedah

For a clearer picture, Bernama went to interview former Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Gsman Aroff and several other state |eaders for their assessnent of
the situation in the rice-bow state which has 1.24 nmillion Ml ays, 241, 000
Chi nese, and nore than 116,000 I ndians. The other ninorities, mainly Thais,
totalled | ess than 26, 000.

A veteran politician who had beaten off the previous PAS chall enge for
Kedah, Osman said, "The truth is PAS has no strength in the state, even
before now If PAS were to win, it would have already won (the state)."

He, however, admitted that whatever the weaknesses or disunity within
Umo, they would go to add to PAS strength.

Nevert hel ess, Osman is confident that Umo is still strong in the state
because the people's support, blessing and belief in the party are stil
i ntact.

Gsman who was the "masterm nd" in burying the PAS anbition in Kedah for
so long that he was the Menteri Besar, had |eft Umo and the BN in pole
position. Until the 1999 general election, PAS could only win two of the 36
state seats (that is, Sala and Bukit Raya). The BN had a cl ean sweep of the
15 parlianentary seats.

HOPE TURNS FEVERI SH

The scenari o changed in 1999 when PAS took 12 of the 36 state seats and
eight of the 15 parlianmentary seats. The victories had fuelled the party's
hope which turns feverish as the next election | oons near.

The state opposition added one nore state seat to their tally when
Parti Keadil an Nasi onal won the Lunas by-el ection in Novenber, 2000.

The BN snatched one parliamentary seat back when it won the Pendang
by-el ection, while PAS retained the Anak Bukit state seat. Both
by-el ecti ons came about follow ng the dem se of PAS president Datuk Fadzi
Noor | ast year.

"Li ke Umo, PASis alsoriddled with its own problens. Wat is



inmportant is that Umo nust overcone its internal problemcleverly so as to
create unity within the party," said Gsnan.

He described what is happening in Kedah now as a dil enma of | eadership
confidence after receiving heavy flaks fromdifferent quarters.

BE OPEN- M NDED OVER CRI TI Cl SMS

Csman said as a leader sitting in a "hot seat"” (like the Menteri
Besar), he woul d be exposed to criticisnms which he nust take in his stride
and with an open m nd.

VWhat is inportant is that he nust study and evaluate the criticisns as
positive advice which he could follow up with suitable actions.

For Gsman, honesty and understanding are vital in a party struggle. But
what is a problemis that while "we support unity, we do not do it at the
sane tinme."

As such, he urged all Umo nmenbers and | eaders including the Youth,
Wanita and Puteri to give their undivided support, regardl ess of who the
| eader is.

"There will be pettiness, but what is inportant is the strong support
and spirit of the struggle of the Umo people, only then would the
outsi ders and general society |ook up to Umo," he said.

For exanple, GCsman said, if the people were |ooking for a place for
shelter they would | ook for a huge healthy tree and if Umo is split and
weak, they would | ook for another party.

"The rakyat can see all that Umo had achi eved and they cannot deny the
realities, including the devel opnment sector,"” he said, referring to the
progress and devel opnents in the state and country.

OGsman said the "fence-sitters" who had deserted nust al so be brought
back and this effort would require the commtnent of all the party | eaders
and nenbers.

STRATEG ES IN TUNE W TH THE TI MES

"Umo nust adopt new approaches, arrangenents and strategies to suit
the tines so as to strengthen the party,"” he said.

Gsman is confident that Umo Kedah can handl e any formof challenges if
it has the full support of its nenbers and | eaders.

The new secretary of the Umo state |iaison comittee, Datuk Abdu
Rahman Ariffin, said his first effort to strengthen Umo Kedah is with the
| aunchi ng of the "Umo Berkanmpung” (or Ummo in the Kampung) programme in
the Padang Serai Umo division last July 11-12.

He sai d Umo Kedah woul d | aunch the programme in every division in
order to foster closer ties between the |ocal people and the party.

Under the programme, social activities are the focus, |ike "nasyid" and
"mar haban", review of the electoral rolls and friendship gatherings with
the Menteri Besar, ministers or deputy mnisters.

He said while they concentrate on constituenci es which they had won,
Umo's target is the opposition strongholds and how t hey can wi n back these
peopl e.

The reactions to the "Umo Ber kampung" progranmme and ot her activities
had shown that party unity is being restored and strengt hened, he added.

Head of the Umo Padang Terap division, Datuk Ghazali |Ibrahim said the
peopl e's support for Umo in the area is very good and encouragi ng.

He said for exanple, right after the |ast general election, sone people
in the constituency refused to shake hands with hi mwhen net at functions
I i ke weddi ngs and funeral s.

"But the situation has changed. | amnow treated as usual at these
functions," he said.



THI RD PARTY OBSERVATI ONS

Political observers feel that the Umo results of the | ast general
el ection were unexpected and were probably caused by some "sensitive"
nm st akes.

One factor (for the losses) that is difficult to deny is the choice of
many of the Umo candi dates who were not suitable and who did not have the
bl essi ngs of the divisions and branches ali ke.

They also said as a result of the incessant psychol ogi cal warfare
currently mounted by the opposition, the Umo | eaders and nmenbers were
sonetimes seen to be "pani cki ng".

"This type of scenario, if allowed to persist, would underm ne the
credibility and the fighting spirit of Umo and its | eaders in the eyes of
the people," said one of the observers.

They concluded that with the new resol ve and | eadershi p changes, Umo
Kedah woul d find new strength in the new bl end of young and old blood in
the party. -- Bernana
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