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Mahat hi r - Human Resour ce
HUVMAN CAPI TAL KEY TO NATI ON' S FUTURE, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that human capital is the key to the future of the
nati on and creating a globally conpetitive workforce is fundanental to
enhanci ng conpetitiveness and attracting new i nvest nents.

"In this regard, human resource devel opment will focus on three
di mensi ons, nanely, devel opi ng know edge, acquiring skills and incul cating
positive values,"” he said when tabling the Md-Term Review of the Eighth
Mal aysia Plan in the Dewan Rakyat here.

Dr Mahathir said that devel oping highly educated and multi-skilled
wor kers does not necessarily ensure higher productivity as it was equally
i mportant for workers to internalise good work ethics at all |evels.

Accordingly, he said, training and educational centres would include in
their curriculumteaching of culture and its effects.

Dr Mahathir, who is Finance Mnister, said that the country's ai mwas
to further inprove the quality of the |abour force.
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By 2010, he said, about 35 per cent of the |labour force would have
tertiary level education, double the present |evel of 17.1 per cent.

Dr Mahathir said as the capacity of the public sector was linmted, the
private sector nust further expand its involvenent in the provision of
education and training.

The Prime Mnister, who steps down tonorrow after being at the hel m of
the country for 22 years, said that in alnost every country, fluency in
English was regarded so inportant so much so that |earning the | anguage was
given priority and if Ml aysians wi sh to conpete to get jobs, they too had
to do so.

"Mastery of other |anguages is also encouraged. In this age anyone
wi shing to succeed nmust be fluent in at |east two | anguages,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that while Ml aysia was already well poised to receive
gl obal know edge, |ocal inventiveness was still |agging.

He said that the governnent was conmitted to introduce appropriate
i ncentives to pronote and i nprove science and technol ogy (S&T) and
i nnovati ve capability so that nore Mal aysian firnms could nake the
technol ogical transition to becone inventors.

"To ensure adequate supply of quality S&T human resource, high
achi evers anong students will be encouraged to pursue studies in pure
sci ences, including at the post-graduate and post-doctoral |evels.

"Addi tional schol arships and other forns of financial assistance wll
be provided for this purpose. W will also continue to relax procedures for
the hiring of highly skilled foreign workers in technol ogy intensive
sectors," he said.

On the incidence of poverty in the country, Dr Mahathir said it
declined to 5.1 per cent in 2002 and the government expects to totally
eradi cate poverty in 2005.

"As for household incone, the nean household incone of all Ml aysians
grew al nost three-fold from RML. 098 per nonth in 1983 to RMB. 011 per nonth
in 2002. The increase is not seen in any other country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that fromthese figures it was clear that the



gover nment devel opnment pl ans had succeeded in achieving their objectives.

He al so said that the governnent was formul ati ng nore focused
programmes to alleviate poverty and inprove the quality of life of the
people living in the interior and renote areas of Sabah and Sarawak and the
Orang Asli in the peninsula.

To conplenent the efforts of the government in poverty eradication, the
non- gover nnent al organi sati ons (NGOs) and the private sector should further
expand their activities and coverage of their programres in assisting the
poor, he said.

"The nost inportant thing is to create job opportunities, to provide
education and training. Providing subsidies will erode self-confidence and
underm ne the creation of a resilient Ml aysian society. The gover nnent
wi || reduce subsidies in phases,” he added.
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