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| LEARN TO BE A PRIME M Nl STER, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 29 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
t hat al t hough he has been Prinme Mnister for 22 years, he has never stopped
| earning so that he could lead the country effectively.

"I learnt to be a Prime Mnister,"” he said during a question and answer
session after delivering his speech at the Wrkers Day 2003 gat hering of
public sector enployees at the National Institute of Public Adm nistration
(I'ntan) in Bukit Kiara here today.

He was asked on what advice he would give to junior government officers
to hel p achieve the Vision 2020 to turn Mal aysia into a devel oped nation

Dr Mahathir said he continued to |learn even to this day on the kind of
nmeasures to take and to avoid, as well as striving to acquire various types
of know edge.

If a country changed its prime mnister too often, it would be
difficult for it to achieve progress because each prime mnister would take
time to learn the nost effective way of adm nistering and | eadi ng the
country.

Soon after he was appointed as the country's fourth Prime Mnister in
1981, he said he set aside his personal interest and focus on nationa
i nterest.

"Do away with matters of no rel evance to duties,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said inportant qualities which every officer should possess
woul d be discipline, including overconm ng personal desire for the good of
all, as well as loyalty and willingness to inprove one's capability at al
time.

He sai d governnent enpl oyees must always abide by the directive given
to ensure duties would be discharged to be best of their abilities.

In issuing a directive, it must be ensure that the it could be done, he
sai d.

"I don't ask people to do what | amnot willing to do nyself," he said.

Since becomng Prime Mnister, Dr Mahathir has introduced vari ous
nmeasures to enhance the performance and i nage of the public service, such
as the clock-in system name tag and Look East Policy to emrmul ate positive
wor k ethics of the Japanese and Koreans.

He al so introduced the clean, efficient and trustworthy canpaign for
gover nment enpl oyees and | aunched policies on the assimlation of Islamc
val ues in the governnment's adm nistration, Malaysia Incorporated and
privatisation.

During the function, Dr Mahathir was presented with a book entitled
"Mahat hir Arkitek Kecenerlangan Perkhi dmat an Awani (Mahathir, Architect of
Public Service Excellence), produced by the Public Service Departnent in
appreci ation of the services and contribution of Dr Mahathir.

The Prime Mnister al so handed over ex-gratia paynments to wives of two
government officers who died while on official duties. They were Noradzma
Yusof, wife of Jandin Rami, and Hafizah Ismail, wife of Muistafa Mbhd Am n.

Jamdin, a Youth and Sports officer, was killed in a road accident in
Brunei in 2001 while being part of the Ml aysian contingent for the Asian
Youth Ship while Mustafa, a machine and factory exam ner, died in Novenber
| ast year.
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