18 JUN 2003
Umo- Raf i dah ( Deputy)
| NEVER THI NK ABOUT BECOM NG UMNO DEPUTY PRESI DENT- RAFI DAH

KUALA LUMPUR, June 18 (Bernamm) -- Wanita Umo head Datuk Seri Rafi dah
Aziz said today she has never contenpl ated about beconm ng Umo Deputy
Presi dent who by tradition also holds the post of Deputy Prime Mnister.

"Wth God's blessings...with Allah's grace, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi 's heart will open to the person of his choice and we on the part of
Umo, be they l|leaders or nmenbers, will abide by tradition," said Rafidah
who is International Trade and Industry Mnister at a news conference here
t oday.

Rafi dah, who is one of the senior Federal Cabinet Mnisters from Umo,
was asked about the possibility of she being appointed the Deputy Prinme
M ni ster.

She replied,"Qoo...mak oii...nmy thoughts never went up to that level."

The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who retires this
Oct ober has chosen Abdul l ah as his successor.

Raf i dah said by tradition, the Umo president also held the post of
Prime Mnister and al so the Deputy Prinme Mnister was al so the Umo Deputy
Pr esi dent .

Hence whoever was chosen by Abdul |l ah as Deputy Prime M nister should be
allowed to hold the post of Umo Deputy President w thout any hindrance.

"G ve the vacant (Umo) deputy president's seat to the person (chosen
as Deputy Prime Mnister) so that Umo will remain the backbone of the
governnment, so that the Umo President will be Prime Mnister and the
deputy president the Deputy Prime Mnister."

"Then only will Umo be the backbone of the governnment...only then we
can proudly say that the government is |led by Umo," she said.

Raf i dah said any specul ation or calculation on the likely person to be
appoi nted Deputy Prine Mnister would only spoil the chances of the
candi dat es concer ned.

"If there are people wishing to contest..it is only to satisfy their
own urge...it neans they do not care about the party |eadership.”

"Utimately Allah is the judge...it is inportant that we renenber
that.If we stray fromthis fact, then we are trying to be smart, maki ng
cal cul ati ons, specul ations which in the end will be damaging to the people
around us," she said.
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