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| AP WLL DI SCUSS SETTI NG UP OF M5C I N OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY

By: Abdul Aziz Harun and Um Hani Sharan

CYBERJAYA, May 9 (Bernamm) -- The Seventh International Advisory Pane
(1 AP) neeting schedul ed here on Sept 4, anobng others, wll discuss the
setting up of Multinedia Super Corridor (MSC) in other parts of the
country.

Mul ti medi a Devel opnent Corporation (MDC) vice president, Kam| O hman,
said that it would be part of MSC s second- phase devel opnent as Phase 1 is
com ng to a successful end.

Currently, the MSC covers an area of 750 sq kmfromthe Kual a Lunpur
City Centre (KLCC) to the KL International Airport (KLIA) in Sepang.

"The aimis clear... the main objective at the end of the day is that
by 2020 the whol e of Mal aysi a, including Sabah and Sarawak, w || becone
MSC," he told Bernama in an interview here today.

The second phase will run between 2004 and 2010.

"The | AP nmenbers will have the chance to discuss with Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on the next plan of action, especially as we
know certain gl obal econom c changes are waiting ahead, including the Wrld
Trade Organisation (WO issues.

"This will represent another series of challenges,"” Kanm| said,

He added that 14 conpani es have agreed to attend the | AP neeti ng.

Kam | al so said under Phase 1 about 850 conpani es have achi eved MSC
status conpared with 500 targetted and 15 of them are worl d-cl ass
conpani es.

He said that while Phase 1 stressed on delivering the concept idea into
areality, Phase Il involves making other parts of Ml aysia as MSC, he
sai d.

Kam | said that the process of turning the entire country into MSC
could not be done in a short period.

"This is why the M5SC devel opnent need to be connected to states which
have nultinedia infrastructure. For instance, as you know every state in
the country already have their own information technology (1T) progranme.

"This is where strategy is needed, each state with its own
i nfrastucture, when the MSC is created, the infrastructure is already
there, " he said.

He expressed confidence that the next phase would not only stress on
i nfrastructure devel opment but al so on skilled workers and marketing edge.
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