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| RELAND READY TO HELP M SI ANS | MPROVE ENGLI SH

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 10 (Bernama) -- Ireland' s educational sector is ever
ready to cooperate with Malaysia to hel p Mal aysi ans inprove their English
| anguage skills, Ireland's Foreign Affairs Mnister Brian Cowen said today.

"Irel and has becone the | eading centre for the international study of
this | anguage due to the rising demand for know edge of English.

"Thus, our educational institutions and | anguage schools are hoping to
be able to contribute to energi ng Mal aysi an needs in the area of English
| anguage skills,"” he said during a visit to the National Library (PNM
here.

He said fromhis talks with Ml aysian | eaders, it was clear that the
government was pl aci ng great enphasis on inproving the people's proficiency
in English.

Cowen, who is on a four-day visit, had nmet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

There was no doubt that nmastery of English had contributed to Ireland' s
quite dramatic econonic advancenment in recent years, he said.

This was partly due to the evolution of the gl obal econony which had
turned English into the prine nedi um of comruni cation in business,
technol ogy and i nformation, he said.

He al so donated to PNM 150 books witten by leading Irish witers such
as Jonat han Swi ft, George Bernard Shaw, Oscar W/ de, Janmes Joyce, WB.
Yeats, Sean O Casey and Samuel Beckett.

Meanwhi | e, PNM Di rector-General Datuk Zawi yah Baba said the Irish
enbassy had been cooperating with PNMin the inplenmentation of various
activities.

They included the participation of Irish Anbassador Daniel Milhall in
the "My Favourite Read' progranme |ast year, she said.

"W would like to foster rel ationshi ps and cooperation with Chester
Beatty Library with regard to acquiring copies of Ml ay manuscripts from
this prestigious library,"” she said.
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