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| MVPROVE LABOUR MART AND HUMAN RESOURCE TO MOVE FORWARD, SAYS FONG

PETALI NG JAYA, Feb 23 (Bernama) -- Human Resource M nister Datuk Dr
Fong Chan Onn said that inprovenments in the | abour market requirenents and
human resource devel opnent (HRD) are the only ways to nove forward in
facilitating trade and i nvestnent |inks anong Sout h- Sout h countri es.

Efficient flow of |abour would facilitate such trade and i nvest nent
l'inks, he said in his paper entitled "The Human Factor in Forging Trade and
I nvest ment Links" at the Non-Alignhed Mwvenent's (NAM Busi ness Forum on
Sout h- Sout h Cooperati on here today.

As such, a proper systemof recruitnment in both the | abour-sending and
| abour -receiving country woul d enabl e the respective authorities to curtai
human snmuggl i ng and the enpl oynent of illegal workers who were vul nerabl e
to exploitation and mani pul ati on, Dr Fong said

"Some formof harnonisation, if not standardi sation, is needed in order
to facilitate trade and investnent |inks anpbng Sout h-South countries. This
wi || enhance greater |abour nobility and the sharing of information and
experiences," he told the two-day forumwhich was opened by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad t oday.

He said that inprovenents in areas |ike bilateral paynents systens,
export and inport custons procedures and doubl e taxation agreenents coul d
al so enhance these |inks.

Fong said that discussions on areas such as |abour nobility and
techni cal cooperation could be pursued through a franmework agreenent or
menor andum of under standi ng which is mutually agreeable in participating
countri es.

Besi des that a conprehensive and accurate | abour market information
dat abase was necessary for the fornulation of effective | abour and
enpl oynent policies.

In his paper, Dr Fong cited the shortage of skilled manpower as one of
the critical problens faced by countries of the South that prevented the
poor countries fromcatching up with the rich ones.

Therefore, he said that there was a need for technical cooperation and
training to be done in the context of countries of the South-South, by
expandi ng exi sting technical cooperation progranmes. -- BERNAVA
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