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Par | i ament - Mahat hi r (Bumi put er a)
| MPROVE SKI LLS AND KNOALEDGE, BUM S TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, June 24 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
urged the bumiputeras to inprove their skills and know edge apart from
changing their mndset to deal with the chall enges brought by the nation's
rapi d gl obal i sati on, noderni sati on and econom ¢ grow h.

The prime mnister said: "W are confident that if the bum puteras can
slightly change their culture, they can adapt (thenselves) to the world's
very rapid pace."

He said the bum puteras, if given certain training and opportunities,
woul d be able to deal with the rapid fl ow of econonic devel opnent.

Dr Mahathir said this when replying to Datuk Ahnmad Husni Mbhaned
Hanadzl ah (BN Tanbun) in the Dewan Rakyat here

Ahmad Husni had asked whether Dr Mahathir was concerned with the
m ni num achi evenent of the bum puteras in the econony, science and
technol ogy in facing future gl obalisation chall enges.

Dr Mahathir said: "The governnent is aware that the bum putera
achi evenent generally is still lowin certain fields and has been hit by
t he econom c sl owdown.

"This is really a cause for concern.

"But for certain, we nust realise that (bun putera) success is not
dependent on the governnent's efforts alone,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the bum puteras thensel ves should be willing to take
up the chall enge and work hard to reinforce their existing foundation and
i nprove their conpetitiveness, especially in dealing with the future and a
gl obal i sed era.

He said that although the bum puteras' success in certain sectors was
still low, their percentage in econonic inprovement was nore than that for
t he non-bum puteras and forei gners.

To a question fromDatuk Mistafa Ali (PAS-Dungun), Dr Mahathir said
that many buni puteras had been successful in owning shares but
i ndi vidually, the nunmber was still |ow

"The reason that is nmany of the shares are being held by bum putera
agenci es, "he sai d.

Must af a had asked when bumi putera individual ownership of shares could
be increased as nost of their share ownership was through agenci es.

Dr Mahathir said that anong the reasons bum puteras | acked success in
equity ownership was their attitude of letting opportunities slip away.

"VWhen they are given opportunities they sell off the opportunities,
when they are given contracts they do away with the contracts, when they
are given bum putera-allotted shares in firnms they di spose of the shares,"
he sai d.

The prime mnister said the government had set up unit trust agencies
to acquire bum putera-allotted shares before all ow ng individual
bum puteras to invest in these agencies.

"Indirectly, the share ownership is not by these agencies but by those
who bought the shares (in the agencies)," said Dr Mahathir.

He said pronotions to sell the shares had been frequently held,

i ncluding in Kota Baharu, and nmany had shown interest to buy it.

Anong t he successful bum puteras were MPs from PAS, he said.

"This shows that we do not practise double standards. W give
opportunities but at tines when we give themopportunities, they bite our
fingers, hence it is difficult for us to offer (chances), for the second



time," he said.
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