27 NOV 2003
I ndi a- Hi gh Conmi ssi oner
INDI A S NEW H GH COWM SSI ONER TO ARRI VE W THIN A MONTH

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 27 (Bernama) -- The new I ndi an Hi gh Commi ssioner to
Mal aysi a, Raj amani Laxm Narayan, is expected to arrive here within a
nont h.

Narayan is currently India' s anbassador to Pol and.

Qut goi ng H gh Conmi ssi oner Veena Si kri announced the name of her
successor to the nedia during a farewell call on the dean of the diplomatic
corps in Mal aysia, Kenyan H gh Comm ssi oner James Ki hi u Karuga.

Sikri, who has served in Kuala Lunpur since Sept 2000, will |eave for
her next posting as Hi gh Comm ssioner to Bangl adesh on Dec 8.

Bef ore her departure, she hopes to witness the signing of an agreenent
next week to set up a chair of contenporary Indian studies at Universiti
Kebangsaan Mal aysia and a chair of contenporary Mal ay studies at the
Uni versity of Madras in India.

She will al so inaugurate the Indian Cultural Centre at the Hi gh
Conmi ssi on i n Kual a Lunpur.

Sikri, who paid a farewell visit to Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar earlier today, said there had been many hi gh-1evel bilateral
visits during her term

Former prinme mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad visited India |last year
and Indian prinme mnister Atal Bihari Vaj payee has visited Ml aysia twi ce.

Si kri hopes that Ml aysia' s new prine mnister, Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi, will also pay an official visit to India.
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