04 MAY 2003
Pr ess- Mechani sns
| NSTALL MECHANI SM5 TO RESPOND TO BAD PRESS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 4 (Bernamm) -- The Ml aysi an Governnment shoul d
establ i sh mechani sns that can i nmedi ately respond to "bad reporting” by the
foreign nedia, said a politician and forner senator.

I nstitut Terjemahan Negara Berhad Chairman Dat uk Abdul Aziz Rahman said
that the country should have nechani sns that woul d act i medi ately and
effectively in setting the facts and record strai ght on issues that were
damagi ng to Mal aysi a' s i mage.

Referring to recent reporting by the foreign nedia such as the Asian
Wal | Street Journal and The Econonist on Malaysia and its | eaders, he said
qui ck responses to rebut allegations and to control the danage done by the
foreign nedia were vital.

"Somebody nmust do sonething... and i nredi ately respond to set the facts
right," he said during a discussion in the "Point of View' progranme aired
over RTM's TV1 | ast night.

Chaired by the Ml aysi an Nati onal News Agency (BERNAMA) Executive
Editor Azman Ujang, the tal k show di scussed a topic on "How Cbjective is
the Foreign Media". New Straits Tines Associ ate Editor Rehnan Rashid was
al so in the panel

The di scussion was held in conjunction with the Wirld Press Freedom Day
2003 comenor at ed here yest erday.

The Econonmist inits April 5 issue was said to have questioned the
integrity of the Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and | evel | ed
unfair criticismat his | eadership.

Meanwhi l e, the Asian Wall Street Journal on April 21, carried an
incorrect illustration of Dr Mahathir. Barely six nonths ago, the journa
had used the Mal aysian flag to acconpany a story on | ndonesi an Presi dent
Megawat i Sukar noputri .

Abdul Aziz said that foreign nmedia particularly the western medi a
shoul d be nore objective in their reporting rather than bei ng judgmental
t owar ds how a devel opi ng country |ike Ml aysia should be run or managed.

He said Mal aysi an authorities should al so put across their views
strongly and set the facts out straight so that, foreign nedia knew what
they had done was w ong.

Echoi ng the sanme sentinment, Rehman said that the answer to bad
reporting was good reporting by giving and putting the records straight.

Opposi ng the i dea of banning such foreign publications because of bad
reporting, he said the action of banning would only indicate that they were
right.

"The response to bad journalismor bad reporting i s good journalismand
good thinking. We should | ook at the argunents and respond to it."

Rehman sai d Mal aysi an authorities and | eaders should ermulate their
Si ngapore counterparts for their quick responses and i medi ate action
agai nst i ssues which were consi dered damagi ng to their image.

He said Mal aysi ans shoul d i nmedi ately respond and correct such bad
press.

Rehman, however, cautioned that Mal aysi ans shoul d not be dwelling too
much on whether or not foreign nedia, particularly the western nmedi a
recogni sed how they were running the country.

Sayi ng that Ml aysia had done well in managing the financial crises
during the econom ¢ downturn in 1997 and 1998, he said it was nore
significant that other countries such as in Africa and Asia had recogni sed



it and wanted to |l earn from Mal aysi a.

Mal aysi a was showi ng an alternative way and it was nore vital for the
country to concentrate on efforts to ensure its survival and continued
success, he said.

On the press freedomin Ml aysia, Rehman said nore freedom shoul d be
given to the nedia to be nore professional in carrying its duties such as
provi di ng better access to information.

"Freedomis actually not a birth right but is nore of a privilege... we
must not think that freedomis sonething that cannot be taken away, we can
lose it we don't cherish and respect it," he added.

On the other hand, Abdul Aziz said press freedom should come with
responsibility, especially in a multiracial and nmultireligious country |ike
Mal aysi a.

"To bal ance up the sensitivities of the various races, cultures and
religions, we should treat press freedomcarefully," he said.
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