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Bal eh- | DP
| NTEGRATED PARK TO "TAME" SARAWAK' S HORSE MOUNTAI N COUNTRY

A Speci al Report by Frankie L. Labang

KUCHI NG The Sarawak governnent will turn 12,000 hectares of land into
an I ntegrated Devel opnment Park (1 DP) at the foothills of the fabled Horse
Mountain in Bal eh, Kapit division, under the current 8th Ml aysia Pl an.

Sar awak' s Soci al Devel opnent and Urbani sation Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
James Jenut Masing, who is assenbl yman for Bal eh, said the blue-print for
the park in central Sarawak wi || anpong others ensure that devel opnent
projects in the I DP woul d not have negative effects on the existing
bi odi versity and pristine environnent.

The governnent wants to continue to preserve the existing wildlife and
flora, water catchnment areas as well as the Sungai Tunoh river tributaries
whi ch supply water to | onghouses in Bal eh constituency.

"The state governnent wel cones private sector involvenent to push
devel opnent to the foothills and they can rest assured that they have
strong gover nnent backing," he told Bernana.

The area to be devel oped has avail abl e wat er supply because the source
conmes from Sungai Tunoh, which is also a tributary of Sungai Melinau.

PRI VATE SECTOR- DRI VEN

He said the government woul d provi de the necessary allocation for the
| DP but the start-up capital to put basic infrastructure facilities in
pl ace has to conme fromthe private sector.

Dr Masing said these infrastructures are electricity, potable water,
proper and attractive low to nediumcost houses for people to buy at
af fordabl e prices, a school for primary and secondary students, a clinic
for the the peopl e and shophouses.

"Bal eh in central region of Sarawak has been designated as an
ecotouri smdestination by the federal government since it has plenty of
potential to be devel oped over tine," he said.

The State Planning Unit (SPU) has carried out research on the proposed
IDP at the foothills with the objective to ensure investors reap heal thy
returns in the long run, he said.

Dr Masing is confident that although about RMB billion are needed to
devel op the IDP in phases within the next 15 years for the plan to work,
the ambi tious project can nmaterialize.

FERTI LE LAND

"Factors like soil fertility and suitability coupled with | ow
t emper ature bel ow Horse Mountain all year round are just right to support
the heal thy growi ng of cash crops,"” he said.

He said as a start, several types of cash crops |ike broccoli and
caul i fl ower had been grown on an experinental basis and so far, the results
| ooked good. Wil e technol ogy can speed up devel opment at the foothills,
its long-termsurvival woul d depend on know edge wor kers havi ng suitable
skills and experi ence.

"Qual ity packagi ng of the fresh crops can have access to the nearest
markets in Kapit, Sibu, Bintulu, Mri, and even nei ghbouring rich-oi
Brunei, Kuching and for the export markets," he said.

"We want hardworking, multi-skills Ibans fromwithin Baleh to mgrate
with their famlies to work the IDP. | believe the | bans who have worked in
ti mber canps who rose fromthe ranks-and-file to supervisory | evel have
what it takes to nmake this proposed project successful," he said.



Dr Masing said | bans who nmigrated to big towns and the city have
acquired entrepreneurial skills and they can al so focus on i nvest nent
opportunities.

JOBS FOR YOUNG MEN AND WOVEN

He urged young nmen and wormen fromthe Iban conmunity in Baleh to not
only work on the cash crop farnms but al so manage its daily operations, thus
pl aying an active role in raising their own living standards.

On history of Bal eh, he said sone 40,000 | bans settlers who had
mgrated fromother parts of the state had started farm ng, while others
worked in tinber canps about 80 years ago.

"I'n ny hunble opinion, the idea for the project which cane about 20
years ago has all the political push to nake it happen with strong
participation and i nvestnment fromthe private sector," he said, adding that
a strong Barisan Nasional (BN) governnent woul d spur investors' confidence
to invest in the country.

Dr Masing said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi who t ook
over the federal |eadership fromTun Dr Mahathir Mohanmad will pronote the
prevail i ng peace and har nony.

"Wth strong fundanmentals, the country's econony will continue to
prosper under Pak Lak, and the people in Bal eh want devel opnent by the
ruling BN governnent," he added. -- Bernama
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