04 JAN 2003

| NTENSI FY PROMOTI ON OF LOCAL HANDI CRAFTS, HANDI CRAFT CORP TOLD

LANGKAW , Jan 4 (Bernanme) -- The Ml aysi an Handi craft Corporation
shoul d step up pronotions on the marketing of |ocal handicrafts to avoid
ot her parties fromtaking advantage to sell such products from ot her
countries, Entrepreneur Devel opnment M nister Datuk Seri Mhaned Nazri Abdu
Aziz said | ast night.

He said the matter should be given serious attention to ensure |oca
handi crafts are avail abl e everywhere in Malaysia to enable the people to
buy the itens of their choice.

"W must enulate China, India, Thailand and | ndonesia who take pride in
their handicraft goods," he said when | aunching the "Ml am Gem | ang
Mahsuri™ in conjunction with the Handicraft Fair at the Langkawi Handicraft
Conpl ex.

The fair, ainmed at pronoting | ocal handicrafts, started on Wednesday
and will end tonorrow.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad and his wife Datin Ser
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, who are currently on a private visit to Langkaw ,
al so visited the handicraft exhibition and wi tnessed the performances
staged | ast night.

Nazri urged the corporation to enphasi se on research and devel opnent
and application of Information and Conmmuni cati ons Technol ogy (I CT) to cone
up with creative ideas to produce eye-catching handicraft itens.
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