12 SEP 2003
BUDGET- | NTERNET
| NTERNET ACCESS CHARGES COMVE DOWN VI A 2004 BUDGET

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 12 (Bernamm) -- Internet charges will now be | ower
foll owi ng proposal s under the 2004 Budget.

Prinme M nister-cumFinance Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, in
tabling the budget at the Dewan Rakyat here today, said Tel ekom Mal aysi a
Bhd woul d reduce Internet access charges, including broadband access.

I ndustrial and corporate packages will see a 50 percent di scount
begi nning with 30 percent for phase one and a further 20 percent for phase
t wo.

Consumer Internet broadband will see a 30 percent reduction.

The 2004 Budget al so proposed that Internet service provider Jaring be
merged with Tinhet, another Internet service provider owned by Tel ekom
Mal aysia, to ensure wider and nore efficient Internet services.

Dr Mahathir said as Cyberjaya woul d beconme the hub for sel ected
services, accessibility and quality of broadband services woul d be i nproved
whil e the cost would be reduced to a nore conpetitive |level conpared wth
ot her countries. -- BERNAVA
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